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uget Sound has been attempting to tackle issues of diversity, conversation and inclusion in both academic and interpersonal settings. Organizations and publications have tried to breach the
subject, but setbacks are not uncommon, and are sometimes hostile.
In a recent issue of The Trail, students were asked for “The Weekly Log” if they thought Puget Sound needs more diversity. There
was online controversy and negative reaction regarding the representation of the students who responded. The perception of these
“white” students was called into question in a post on the Facebook.
In a letter to Wetlands about diversity concerns, negative comments were
left online claiming that the writer was purposefully separating herself from
the campus community. “Quit whatever endeavor you start whenever you
can get a single ear to believe that your failure is rooted in systematic racism…if you spew enough bile, you’ll find that you’re ostracized anywhere
you go,” read the comment, under the authorship of “Father of U.P.S. student.”
“The unfortunate thing that happened was [that] you have folks that have
presented their own narrative, and used social media as the mechanism for
discussion…it’s not even presented in any sort of ‘safe space’—there are no
ground rules, there’s no initial dialogue about what brings people to a conversation,” Czarina Ramsay, director of Multicultural Student Services, said.
“We have a tendency to look at things at surface value, and…attribute our own interpretations or validations—and then validations that come with those interpretations,” Ramsay said.
Engaging in conversation involves more than just reexamination of an individual’s worldview. Michael Benitez, Jr., Chief Diversity Officer and Dean of Diversity and Inclusion, discussed
starting points for breaching these subjects at Puget Sound.
“The first element about understanding diversity in the context of higher
education is understanding the history and facing history, where a lot of folks
don’t want to go because we’re in 2014,” Benitez said. “But without having that
history, we really get lost in the contemporary situation…that we’re in today.”
Benitez gave examples of two major groups that have been excluded from societal participation in American history: women and non-white individuals.
“This is critical in understanding what hundreds of years of exclusion from participation before we get to now means in who was
able to create wealth, who was able to cultivate representation and
capital, and who wasn’t allowed to enter decision making spaces,” Benitez said. “If we don’t understand that first and foremost, then
we don’t understand diversity in the context of higher [education].”
“Diversity” as a term was not as politically charged until Supreme
Court Case Brown vs. Board of Education in 1954. In terms of higher education, this information becomes critically important as it gives in
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Yazmin Watkins inspires students toward social justice
By AsHLEY MALin
Actress and spoken word poet,
Yazmin Monét Watkins stepped
onto the stage at Puget Sound’s
Take Back the Night, fearlessly declaring, “This is what a feminist
looks like.”
She is a queer woman of color
(QWOC) who has had personal
experiences with sexual violence.
Watkins has no timidity approaching social justice issues through unorthodox methods. When Watkins
was a student at Dickinson College,
she was part of a group called the
Silent Poets.
“We would spit out poems to the
faculty, saying to them, listen to us,

these are our stories!” Watkins said.
At Take Back the Night, Watkins
was unafraid to tackle difficult issues surrounding race, gender, homosexuality and sexual violence.
Take Back the Night is a safe space
where students who are survivors
of sexual assault and rape can feel
empowered and supported.
At the event, Watkins’ spoken
word performance went from emotions of anger, to sorrow, to spaces
of love.
“Speak freely to your truth, open
your mouth wide, heart held high
like lion and ROAR,” Watkins
shared from her poem, “Note to
Self.” For Watkins, healing emerg-

es from sharing and exchanging
personal narratives. Stories can be
used as powerful tools for change.
“Her capacity to engage her audience in issues of social justice and
violence from a historical, creative,
and personal frame was incredibly impactful,” Director of Multicultural Student Services Czarina Ramsay said. “She built a space
for vulnerability and honesty for
the harm felt among individuals and communities affected by
these issues. I hope to see the ways
in which her presence continues
to inspire our students and hope
they feel the courage to have deeper conversations and explore while

they are with us on campus.”
Watkins’ poetry and social activism weave together intersections of
her identity as a QWOC. Her personal experiences and struggles
are interconnected throughout her
book of poems Love Without Limits: The Bi-Laws of Love.
At Take Back the Night, Watkins
helped create a space for students
to feel safe to open up and not feel
judged by the personal stories they
shared.
“A lot of the time when we talk
about stuff on campus it’s just one
issue, or another,” freshman NataSEE YAZMIN PAGE 2

University of Puget Sound participated in the Ethics Bowl on April 4,
a statewide debate tournament in
which students from 10 colleges discussed topics that demonstrate their
understanding of applied ethics.
The competition, presented by the
Independent Colleges of Washington at Seattle University, consisted
of three preliminary rounds, a semifinal and a final. In each round, two
opposing teams of five students debated on the ethical issues presented
in two cases involving actual or hypothetical scenarios. Students were
judged based on their abilities to apply critical ethical reasoning to the
presented issues. The team who best
demonstrated these skills, and received at least a two-thirds majority vote from the panel of judges, advanced to the next round.
The primary topics of discussion
centered around science and technology in the work place.
Participants included nine other
independent colleges and universities from around Washington state:
Seattle Pacific University, Seattle
University, Pacific Lutheran University, St. Martin’s University, Heritage
University, Walla Walla University
and Whitman College.
Puget Sound placed third overall, defeating St. Martin’s, PLU and
Heritage before losing to Gonzaga
University in the semi-final round.
Gonzaga then lost to the reigning
National Champions, Whitworth
College. This is only the second Ethics Bowl in which Puget Sound has
participated, the first being last fall’s
regional competition.
The Faculty Advisor for Puget
Sound is Ariela Tubert, associate
professor of philosophy. Professor
Tubert has been working hard with
her team all semester in preparation
for the Bowl, teaching background
information, reviewing methods of
practical application of ethical theory and holding mock debates simulating the style of the competition.
Despite all the intensive preparation for the Ethics Bowl, Tubert had
some reservations going into the
event.
“Other teams were smoother in
debate skills,” Tubert admitted, adding with a proud grin, “but our team
had better arguments. Overall, we
did much better than I expected.”
This sentiment was shared
amongst the debaters. When asked
if she was surprised at the team’s
SEE ETHICS PAGE 2
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sight into how language changes
over time, and how discussion of
terms continues to grow as schools,
society and individuals use these
words.
As such, a history of discussion
followed terms as they applied first
to women with the suffrage movement, then to non-white individuals.
But these two groups have one major difference, which is the numerical division of the masses.
Male and female representation, from a cisgender viewpoint, is
around half-and-half within this nation. Minority groups in predominantly white cultures are divided in
discussion between various ethnic
and racial representation, and that
makes representation more difficult
for these individuals.
“They’re very small percentages of
the broader societal demographic,”
Benitez said.
“The possibility of…getting into
the spaces is a lot harder—not only

ETHICS
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third-place finish, sophomore Kayla
Grueneich, one of seven members of
the Puget Sound team, agreed that
expectations were not very high.
“Going into the tournament, we
were a little nervous because of
how we did in the fall regionals,”
Grueneich said, referring to Puget
Sound’s first try at the Ethics Bowl
last fall in which they did not advance past the preliminary rounds.
“After the first two matches,” she
added, “it seemed fitting.”
Grueneich elaborated that Puget
Sound’s main challenge was everybody on the team agreeing on a
stance for each case.
“We all knew about the cases [the
night before],” Grueneich said. “But
we didn’t know which side we would
take as a team.”

in representation, but also in how
institutions…attempt to understand
how much diversity is really needed,
although it really shouldn’t matter.
But the reality is, our history tells us:
‘it has to matter.’”
In the present day, Puget Sound
has tried to take steps to maximize
inclusion and increase the voices of
diversity to marginalized groups,
creating spaces for conversation and
information.
However, even with projects such
as the KNOW proposal, there have
been concerns that interpersonal
discussion leads to exclusion, and
that voices will be overlooked.
In combating these concerns,
some students, such as senior Jenna Gerdsen, have stepped up their
voices on campus. Gerdsen was the
director of Yellow Face by David
Henry Hwang, performed for the
Senior Theatre Festival.
The play addresses Asian-American identity, topics of race and privilege and cultural representation in
the arts.
“During one of our rehearsals for
Yellow Face, we had a dialogue concerning race…and one of the actors
In the semi-final round against
Gonzaga, the cases focused on
Bring Your Own Device, a strategy
that encourages individuals in the
workplace to bring their own laptops/tablets, and pharmacogenetics, which suggests that people will
respond to different pharmaceutical drugs based on their genetic dispositions. Gonzaga barely won by a
slim margin of four points.
Despite the challenges they faced,
and the limited experience with the
competition, the Puget Sound Ethics Bowl team surpassed prior expectations, demonstrating a strong
sense of rhetorical skills against other experienced institutions.
The next Ethics Bowl will not be
held until next fall, but after a promising second appearance, the school
is looking forward to build upon
their newfound success.

“I believe that diversity on
this campus is what I would
expect to see at a small liberal arts college in the Pacific Northwest. The school
puts on great events for
everyone no matter what
race, religion or sexual beliefs. I do think that as a
country, acceptance of differences could be drastically improved. Treat others
how you would want to be
treated.”-Patrick Green
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didn’t quite know what ‘white privilege’ meant,” Gerdsen said.
“By explaining and illustrating
that concept in everyday experiences, we were able to enlighten him,
and we were able to level the cast in
terms of multicultural competency.”
Through initiatives such as
KNOW, and through proposed
overlays that allow professors to
more clearly engage students in
conversations, these discussions can
become more prevalent around the
University.
Privileged and marginalized individuals will be able to discuss more
fully their personal discourse in order to receive and give.
“We all come here with different
experiences and narratives that play
out…our privileged and marginalized identities in a number of ways,”
Ramsay said. “And I think for those
that are coming from histories…
more on the margins, they’re asking
for recognition…for compassion…
from access to the table, to the classroom…and respect.”
For those coming from privileged
backgrounds, one of the important
aspects of creating a diverse and

supportive campus community is
creating an awareness of privilege
and using it to support marginalized individuals.
“[It] ranges from acting in response to [marginalization], acknowledging it—it can be anything,”
Ramsay said.
One issue that is a deterrent to discussion is an unwillingness to admit ignorance on the part of people from backgrounds where racial,
gender and/or sexual diversity were
not present. In conversation, people
are not comfortable with putting ignorance out as a part of their background, because doing so requires
vulnerability.
“Marginalized voices also need to
be okay with a respectful and civil
dialogue about the ignorance and
the lack of knowing with respect
to students who are coming into a
shared environment…where now
they have to understand what ‘difference’ is,” Benitez said.
“Part of that silence comes from
the fear of, ‘What if I say something
wrong?’” Gerdsen said.
“And I think that’s a big problem
too. I don’t think responses have to

be statements; I think responses can
be questions…A simple question
can really advance the conversation
forward.”
Individuals seeking discussion
within an academic setting can provide insight, questions and perspectives for everyone around them.
Through collective agreement to
foster dialogue, Puget Sound can
become a source of narratives to
be shared for the sake of everyone’s
education, regardless of individual
identity.
“We need to be able to normalize
conversations of comfort and discomfort around these issues without
personalizing them in a way that we
shut down self and [others]…there
is a necessary conviction behind engaging these dialogues where folks
are going to be challenged, and
that needs to be okay. But our role
shouldn’t be to change each other –
our role should be to engage these
dialogues of curiosity, co-implication and exchange…that are critical
and allow us to look at as many perspectives as possible, including the
privileged and minoritized experience,” Benitez said.

YAZMIN

“For every moment that she was
in your face with these really big,
hard to swallow issues, she was also
spreading love and spreading compassion,” freshman Rachel Schroder said.
“I came away feeling like this
campus is really connected, like
the way everyone was able to share
their stories and the way Yazmin
kind of connected everyone,” freshman Emma Christen said.
“She’s so great at feeling out her
audience and feeling what her audience needs and tuning her performance to that. Her poems are really
personal and really deep that I felt
like that opened a space for people
to kind of go there because she was
sharing that much of herself with
us. It’s a lot about intersections of
identity: being a queer woman, being a queer woman of color and
the perspective that brings. This

campus is kind of overwhelmingly white and that perspective isn’t
really heard a whole lot,” Christen
continued.
Watkins engaged the Puget
Sound community with these multiple, overlapping perspectives that
are rooted in her own experiences.
She advocates for art to be a form of
social justice and spaces where survivors will feel safe to be heard.
Watkins uses her gifts to open
doors for exchanging personal narratives. She engages with her audience and genuinely wants to hear
their stories.
On her central message to the
Puget Sound community, Watkins
said, “Self-love is the start of empowerment. You never know who
is going to hear your story and be
touched by it.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

lie Scoggins said. “We don’t pay as
much attention to the way the issues overlap and intersect, especially because certain groups do
face a lot more violence.
I think collaboration would be
great. Q&A is mostly white people and I know we don’t really talk
about sexual violence in Asian and
Pacific American Student Union
(APASU). Since it’s all really connected, I think it’s important to remember that.”
Interpersonal dialogue between
groups is a crucial way to engage in
action and awareness surrounding
social justice issues on race, gender, homosexuality and sexual violence. Watkins is bold and unafraid
to push people out of their comfort
zone.

“Do you feel that there is diversity on campus?”

“I think that as we seek to
create a more diverse campus, we need to stop looking at how well we satisfy
certain quotas. I think that
we as a school are looking to increase our diversity, but we’re not making
the necessary steps to make
sure that the people who
want to attend our school
are actually comfortable, or
feel secure in this environment.” -Louisa Raitt

“There’s not a
lot of diversity.
It can be hard
to find pockets
of it. I think it’s
something that
a lot of people don’t really think about
once they find
those pockets.”
-Gabi Yoque

“There are other aspects of diversity besides racial and sexual
diversity. The school
does such a good job
of giving scholarships, which makes
campus open to a
broader commentary
group than other private schools.”
-Rita McCreesh
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sECuRITy REPORT
The following is a summary of incidents occurring on campus - or the
campus border - and reported to
Security Services between April 1,
2014 and April 14, 2014:
·
Security and Residence Life
staff responded to 1 incident of underage consumption of alcohol in a
residence hall.
·
There were two complaints of
suspected illegal marijuana use on
campus in residence halls.

·
A student reported her vehicle was stolen from N. 13th Street
near the Langlow house. Her vehicle – an older Honda Civic – was
recovered North of Tacoma the following day. The wheels and stereo
were no longer with/in the vehicle.

secured.

you will be aware for Spring Break.

·
A student reported she was
sexually assaulted by a non-student
guest to her campus residence. The
incident was reported to Tacoma
Police and Student Affairs.

·
Do not leave valuables in your
vehicle – especially in plain view.

·
There were two incidents of
thefts from vehicles, both occurring in the Thompson Hall parking
lot. In one case license plates were
stolen and in the other, an expensive bike was taken from a rack on
the rear of the vehicle where it was

Crime Prevention Tips:

THE PuGET sOunD TRaIL

·
The use of “U-Bolt” style
locks to security bicycles is highly
recommended. Remember to secure bicycles through the frame.
Secure your bike in your room if

·
Always secure your room or
office area when unattended. With
the warner weather, remember to
secure your window while you are
away.
·
Take advantage of the Security Safety Escort Services by calling
253.879.3311. This service is available 24/7.
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Diversity requires proactive outreach
By ANGELICA SPEARWOMAN

Over the past few weeks, there
has been an intense dialogue
about diversity at Puget Sound.
Some people think Puget Sound
needs to increase its diversity and
others think Puget Sound is not
prepared to support a more diverse student body.
Both points have merit, but one
question people don’t seem to be
asking is, why aren’t minority students applying to Puget Sound to
begin with?
Of the 4,500 who apply to Puget
Sound, 3,900 are admitted. The
student body is 75 percent white
and reflects a clear majority at
Puget Sound.
This fact cannot be blamed on
the University.
If minority students are not applying to go here, the only way
to increase diversity is to spread
awareness about the school.
Renee Simms, professor of African American Studies, thinks
that Puget Sound should participate in reaching out to students of
color during their college application process.
“I think that the institution has
an obligation to do outreach. Anyway that we can improve our outreach is crucial. There is a huge
opportunity in Tacoma to reach
out to students of color. We have
to be more proactive in letting
them know it is a welcoming place
that they can attend,” Simms said.
There has been a lot of skepticism about whether or not Puget
Sound is welcoming to students
of color and both sides have valid points.
If the University increases its
participation in outreach, student and teacher diversity will increase. Hopefully then the Puget
Sound community will become
more supportive and more attractive to perspective minority students.
Unless a change is made, the cycle will continue and Puget Sound
will carry on as a predominantly

A new version of the Oxford
English Dictionary (OED) came
out this March, containing almost
a quarter of a million words.
Avid dictionary readers may notice a few unusual entries.
According to the OED’s website,
the words “bestie” (noun), “wackadoodle” (noun or adjective) and
“badassery” (noun) all joined the
esteemed ranks of the dictionary
this year.
They owe their recognition as
legitimate words in the English
language to the explosion of Internet lingo.
There are those, however, who
believe that modern slang is ruining the English language.
These people could correctly
be called “haters” (noun: one who
hates, also known as a player-hater), but their concerns are legitimate.
As new words and idioms replace old ones, how does the evolution of language impact what we
consider “proper” language?
In the age of extreme shorthand,
has “proper” English, and the professionalism that accompanied it,
been lost?
The answer is no.
These people need to “chill”
(verb: to relax, to calm oneself).
While it is true that the English
language is undergoing a huge
transformation, one should real-

L E T T E R TO
T H E E DI TOR
To Whom It May Concern,
I am writing to counter George
Martinson’s Letter to the Editor
published in the April 11th edition of The Trail where he responds to Mariana Molina’s powerful Letter published on March
14th. While I do not doubt the
sincerity of Martinson’s Letter, it
is my opinion that his piece is ultimately ill-informed, misguided,
and rhetorically problematic.

PHOTO COURTESY/COURTNEY RIDGEL

Outreach: Puget Sound needs outreach that presents itself as the welcoming space it can be.
white school.
“Word of mouth is very important. The more students of color we attract, the more they will
go back to their communities and
talk about the school,” Simms
said.
Recently, SF Gate reported
on an African-American student from Oakland, Calif. named
Akintunde Ahmad.
Ahmad received acceptance letters from numerous universities
including Yale, Brown, Columbia,
Northwestern and the University
of Southern California. He graduated with a 5.0 GPA and scored
2100 (out of 2400) on the SAT.
Highly intelligent minority students usually get great offers from
top colleges.

Puget Sound would benefit
from having a student like Ahmad.
Most students, however, don’t
think about applying to a small
liberal arts college with extremely high tuition and a low minority
population.
In order to get more people like
Ahmad at Puget Sound, we need
to create a more open environment and not let tuition drastically increase every year, which
starts with the students and the
faculty.
If people don’t feel like their
problems will be understood,
there is no reason they would
want to come here.
There is definitely still a lot of
change that needs to happen, but

the future is looking quite promising for Puget Sound.
With the passage of the KNOW
requirement, many students and
faculty are excited for what is to
come.
According to the Puget Sound
website, “the Diversity Strategic
Plan is aimed at creating a culture
of inclusive learning.”
The first goal of the plan will
increase the recruitment and retention of students, staff and faculty from historically underrepresented groups.
It may be five, ten or twenty
years from now but hopefully one
day, Puget Sound will be known
for its diverse student body and
its welcoming atmosphere.

Language change should be welcomed by all
By BECCA DUNCAN

April 18, 2014

ize that the English language—and
any language, for that matter—is
always undergoing a huge transformation.
No one complained when
Shakespearean English was phased

“ A language that
constantly stays the same
is stagnant and unsuitable
for application in a world
where new ideas need new
words and ways of speaking
about them. ”
out.
Even before that, Shakespeare
himself changed language by inventing quite a few “newfangled”
words (“newfangled” first appeared in his play As You Like It).
The rise of Internet slang is no
different than our old friend the
Bard playing with new combinations of letters.
English is also one of the fastestevolving languages in the world.
A study done by the National
Science Foundation showed that
while Japanese from 1000 years
ago is still mostly comprehensible
to modern readers, English from a
few centuries ago radically shifted.
“Modern slang isn’t stupid, it
just depends on what context it’s

used in,” freshman Anna Joseph
said.
“Like if you’re with friends, just
casual, it’s more adaptable and you
can use it; but if you’re in a business interview, you don’t want to
say YOLO. That makes you sound
a bit unprofessional.”
Language is a fluid concept; like
humans themselves, it constantly
changes and adapts.
A language that constantly stays
the same is stagnant and unsuitable for application in a world
where new ideas need new words
and ways of speaking about them.
“Frequently, the needs of speakers drive language change. New
technologies, industries, products
and experiences simply require
new words,” Nicole Mahoney of
the National Science Foundation
wrote.
“By using new and emerging terms, we all drive language
change. Through our interactions,
we pick up new words and sayings and integrate them into our
speech. Teens and young adults for
example, often use different words
and phrases from their parents.
Some of them spread through the

population and slowly change the
language.”
One example of a positive language change was in June 2013
when the OED added the word
“trans” to the dictionary in the
sense of gender identity, not just
“across” as it was defined before.
Not only was “trans” added,
but also “transwoman,” “transman” and “transperson”—as well
as “transphobia.”
The addition of words like these
reflects the increasing visibility of
a variety of issues that have gained
recognition in recent years.
Slang might corrupt the old, but
it reflects the new.
Yes, it might be a little ridiculous to see “mani-pedi” in the dictionary (noun: a beauty treatment
comprising both a manicure and
a pedicure), but slang also reveals
the personality of a new generation of speakers.
“When it’s appropriate, slang is
fine. I go through phases of using
different words,” Joseph said.
“Once in a while I use ‘hella.’
Sometimes, once in a while, I even
use ‘yo.’ I think, after all, slang can
be adapted into our culture.”

Martinson’s Letter is ill-informed in a two-fold manner.
First, its statement concerning the
financial status of Mariana’s family is incredibly, and shockingly,
presumptuous. I have zero knowledge of her personal situation, but
I do know that the majority of students at Puget Sound receive some
sort of aid, whether it is merit- or
need-based. Second, referencing
the immigration process he and
his Philippina wife took is as fallacious as comparing apples to oranges. The wait for family-based
visas varies by country due to the
quota system instituted by US immigration law and the administrative backlog can cause decades-long waits for individuals
from countries like Mexico. That
wait time, of course, assumes that
there is a US-citizen sponsor in
the first place, a luxury that too
many individuals do not have.
His letter is misguided because
of how it responds to Mariana’s
article. Yes, she made the very
brave decision to no longer hide
her immigration status. Yet, this
was done to make a broader point:
that our campus is lacking a proper support system for students of
color and that a lack of faculty diversity amplifies the feelings of
“Otherness” that many of these
students experience. The choice
to seize upon the personal history
of Mariana and her family strikes
me as utterly non-responsive to
her claims and wholly counterproductive to the discussions we
should be having as a campus
community. Further, that Martinson dictates what the Molina
family should have done is offensive paternalism; every situation
is unique and whitewashing the
invariably complex circumstances
of individual families is not useful
or warranted.
Last, and of great importance,
is the rhetorically problematic usage of “illegally” to describe the
path by which Mariana and her
family came to the US. As Mariana rightfully notes in her article,
the term and its various conjugations are dehumanizing insofar as
they demonize as criminals individuals who have been forced to
leave their home countries due
to the devastating effects of US
economic and foreign policy decisions. Recognizing our shared
humanity is not only ethical, but
also essential for future immigration reform policies that are just,
practical, and pragmatic.
Thank you for allowing me to
participate in this timely and crucially necessary discussion.
Sincerely,
Jake Novack

Want your opinion to be heard?

If you have a strong reaction to an article, e-mail us at trailops@pugetsound.edu, or visit
our website at trail.pugetsound.edu and share your voice with us.
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L E T T E R TO
T H E E DI TOR
Response to Recent Public Letters
On March 28, 2014 the Committee on Diversity (COD), a
standing committee of the Faculty Senate, discussed A Public Letter Written to the Faculty and Administration of the University of
Puget Sound written by Mariana
Molina (published in The Trail
and Wetlands Magazine online)
and When Allies Fail: An Open
Letter to the University Community written by C. J. Queirolo
(published in Wetlands Magazine
online).
Members of the COD commend
both of these students for having
the strength and courage to speak
back to silence and to question institutional and classroom norms.
Both letters challenge our campus
community to take collective responsibility to create an inclusive
campus climate.
The COD is charged, “To work
with colleagues to maintain an
educational environment that
welcomes and supports diversity
even as it protects and assures the
rights of academic freedom outlined in the Faculty Code.”
Three actions the COD are pursuing are
• Forwarding the letters to the
Faculty Senate and asking
that the Senate read and discuss them
• Requesting that the Dean of
Diversity and Inclusion distribute both letters to the
campus wide community. We
recommend that letters be accompanied by a statement
from the university administration acknowledging the
students’ lived realities on
campus.
• Recommending to the Faculty Senate that the COD be
charged to host discussions
with faculty in the 2014-2015
academic year to discuss classroom and campus climate

We encourage all campus community members to read and discuss these letters
h t t p : // w e t l a n d s m a g a z i n e .
c om /2 014 /03/14 /a-publ ic-le tter-to-t he-facu lt y-and-administration-of-t he-universit y-ofpuget-sound/
h t t p : // w e t l a n d s m a g a z i n e .
com/2014/03/06/when-allies-failan-open-letter-to-the-universitycommunity/
Sincerely,
Michael Benitez, Chief Diversity Officer and Dean of Diversity and Inclusion
Heidi Orloff, Professor, Exercise Science
Czarina Ramsay, Director, Multicultural Student Services
Amy Ryken, Professor, School
of Education & Chair, Committee on Diversity
Oriel María Siu, Assistant Professor, Department of Foreign
Languages & Literature
Hannah Smith, Class of 2014
George Tomlin, Professor,
School of Occupational Therapy
Jennifer Utrata, Assistant Professor, Sociology & Anthropology
Mike Valentine, Professor, Geology
Carolyn Weisz, Professor, Psychology
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trailops@pugetsound.edu

Award shows today are meaningless
By GRACE WITHERELL
There are the Emmys, the Tony
Awards, the Grammys and the
Video Music Awards. The Peoples
Choice Awards, the Golden Globes
and the Country Music Awards.
You pick a category, there is an
annual awards show dedicated to
rooting out the best of the best.
There is even the Kids Choice
Awards, a youth-centric event that
exposes children to the award show
racket, starting them off young on
the road to award show consumption.
Award shows are staples in the
American television diet, but not
for the right reasons.
The mother of all award shows is
the Academy Awards, a four hourlong annual bout of watching the
underdogs get crushed and the
shining victors of Hollywood get
crowned.
What was once a competition between only a handful of movies to
celebrate innovation and creativity
is now a battle royale to see who can
win the most Oscars.
What do these shows have to offer us?
The entertainment value is indisputable. I mean, who doesn’t like

watching celebrities interact with
one another, behaving like real human beings?
This interest in other peoples lives
has led to the creation of a stronger
connection between viewer and celebrity, where the focus of these
award shows are on the celebrities
involved, more so than the films being commended.
Nicole Renna, a junior, believes
that the Academy Awards are more
of a celebrity showcase, rather than
an homage to film.
“The glamor of [the Academy Awards] attracts people. They
see these faces they have gotten to
know because they see the same celebrities in movies, and that makes
a connection or this fragmented
idea of a connection with these people. To see them dressed up and get
awards or almost get awards it is like
you are cheering on a friend,” Renna said.
This connection is what drives
people to viewing awards shows like
the Academy Awards, no longer the
achievements of modern film.
Also, despite the fact that the
Academy Awards are fun to watch,
these shows do little to recognize
the honest best.
The only opinion that matters is

that of a panel of movie critics while
the voice and opinions of the millions of people who consume these
films is ignored.
On top of that, it extremely difficult for these judges to pick a single
best film when hundreds of films—
films that could be the next Casablanca—are never nominated.
Elena Cussler, a senior, uses the
Academy Awards as an idea of what
movies are out there.
“The Academy Awards allow me
to see what movies are good, and
that are worth the time to go see.
There is an assumption that these
movies are good, merely based off
of the fact that they were nominated
for the Academy Awards,” Cussler
said.
This is assumed by almost everyone, including myself, but the quality of a movie really depends on
personal preference, not “critical
excellence.”
All of the films that are nominated could be the best depending
on how you are judging them, and
what you are looking for.
There are some guidelines followed when judging a film, but
there are some comparisons that
simply cannot be made.
For example, let’s look at the win-

ner for Best Animated Feature and
the competition stacked against it.
The nominees for Best Animated
Feature were The Croods, Despicable
Me 2, Ernest and Celestine, Frozen
and The Wind Rises.
The Wind Rises, directed by the
world famous Hayao Miyazaki, is
an animated movie for children and
adults alike.
With heavy themes like mortality,
conflict, sacrifice and disaster, one
would think that this movie isn’t for
sensitive eyes. But it is also a movie
about inspiration, love and passion.
Frozen won the award (it is the
second highest grossing animated
film ever), but is a completely different style of movie than The Wind
Rises.
In this case, the category of Best
Animated Feature is too restrictive,
where these two movies shouldn’t
ever be compared by such arbitrary
means.
This happens in many categories,
categories that are outdated and
need to be changed if the Academy
Awards are ever to be representative
of the best in film.
Exceptional films do deserve recognition, but the current system
needs to be revamped in order to
give credit where credit is due.

Week Without Wheels is flawed, but promising
By LUC SOKOLSKY
The Interfraternity Council (IFC)
and Panhellenic Council (PHC)
have recently enacted a new sustainability plan to help commit members of Greek life to more sustainable living.
Week Without Wheels is a program that encourages members of
Greek houses to drive less thus reducing carbon output.
The program is a great start in encouraging students to be more actively aware about sustainable living, but could take more significant
steps to be more effective.
Conceptually, it is a good idea because it recognizes that students can
be more sustainable, and it targets
an area that can be easily improved.
The current implementation,
however, does not encourage students to take drastic enough changes to truly make a difference, making it more powerful in message
than in actual change effected.
The first thing that can be improved is the consistency that it provides.
Currently, every other week is a
week without wheels. This is great
because it means theoretically students are driving less than half the
days out of a given month.
This week-on, week-off system,
however, eliminates any potential
for long-term change amongst students because it makes it nearly impossible to create the good habit of
not driving.
In an extensive study done by
the research-oriented psychologist
James Dean, he found that three
weeks is the minimum time to create a habit.
These habits that take three weeks
to develop are simple ones, such as
drinking a glass of water after breakfast.
More complicated habits, and
habits that take more commitment
such as exercise and health eating
can take months, even the better
part of a year.
Week Without Wheels would be
better off finding a solution to frequent student driving that encour-
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Wheels: This program targets commuters from Greek row to the SUB in an effort to reduce carbon outputs.
aged students to not drive every day.
One of the most fundamental
changes that should be instituted in
order to make the program successful in terms of truly reducing students’ carbon footprints is the proposed distance.
As it stands, the Weeks Without Wheels only suggests students
not drive within a four block area
around campus.
This is flawed because it automatically excludes numerous students
from the program, and doesn’t cut
out enough car trips.
I believe it should be more ambitious in its scope.
In order to truly be effective, there
needs to be an improvement both
in the way Weeks Without Wheels
keeps track of students driving and
not driving, and how they keep students accountable.
Firstly, there is no baseline with
which to compare.
There should be a study that determines how many people live
what distance from campus, and

how often they make that drive.
Next, there needs to be a better
tracking system.
It’s a madhouse when my fraternity “keeps track of ” those who didn’t
drive during the week.
Everyone holds up a finger for
the number of days during the week
they didn’t drive.
Then we scramble and try to
count.
The resulting number is one
that has very little meaning because there is nothing to compare it
against, and nothing to account for
members who either aren’t at chapter, or who live too far away to technically be a part of the program.
Finally, there’s no accountability
built into the program.
How can we be sure that every
raised hand was truthful? Or, what
if they didn’t drive four days out of
the week, but the fifth day made five
trips between their house and the
S.U.B. by car?
There are certain things that
should be targeted directly by this

program.
Likely, a major goal is to keep students from driving from Greek row
to the S.U.B.
It’s a quarter mile walk that takes
five minutes, or a nearly mile long
drive that takes almost the same
amount of time.
I think an integral part of Weeks
Without Wheels should be an attempted elimination of driving trips
between the S.U.B. and Greek row.
Weeks Without Wheels is a catchy
name but inherently flawed because
skateboards and bikes, some of the
best alternatives to driving also use
wheels.
It is thrilling that this program is
up and running.
Even if it barely influences our
carbon footprint, at least it gets students thinking about more sustainable living.
The program would be much better served by being more ambitious
and more specific, and accounting
for the location of each student and
how they commute.

Opinions contained herein do not necessarily reflect the views of The Trail staff, ASUPS, the University or its Board of Trustees. Articles and letters in the Opinions section are printed at the discretion
of the Trail editorial staff. The Trail reserves the right to refuse any letters submitted for publication. Letters to the editor will not be edited for grammar, spelling, or content, except in the case of
material that is considered to be offensive, as determined by the Trail style guide. All letters to the editor must be signed and must have an email address or phone number. Letters for publication the
following Friday are due no later than Monday at noon and may be sent to: The Puget Sound Trail, 1095 Wheelock Student Center, Tacoma, WA 98416 or trail@pugetsound.edu.
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HEY YOU! Come to SAE’s first
annual dance marathon tomorrow at 9 a.m. in the Rotunda! You
can show off your dance moves
and support Children’s Miracle
Network at the same time!
HEY YOU! Diversions, don’t let
that article get you down!
HEY YOU! Cute boy in my
French class with Steve, voulezvous coucher avec moi?

Want to submit a Hey You?
E-mail
trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu
or put one in the boxes in
Diversions or Oppenheimer Cafe.
The Trail will never publish
Hey Yous that explicitly refer
to individuals or groups or are
hateful or libelous in nature. A
full description of the policy can
be found at trail.pugetsound.edu.

between you and Big Momma behind the Chef ’s Table on Fridays.
xoxo

HEY YOU! You kiss like a T-Rex.
Never again.

HEY YOU! Follow Diversions on
Instagram—@diversionscafe!

HEY YOU! Cute girl in Lū'au
who works at the Info Center, you
make my palm trees sway.

HEY YOU! Watch your fellow
students grapple with issues like
brotherhood and death when
you see True West in the Norton
Clapp Theatre at 7:30 tonight and
2 or 7:30 on Saturday!

HEY YOU! Cattle deaths plague
at Seder, I’d invite you into my
corral anytime.
HEY YOU! Puget Sound’s annual
Drag Show is back on April 18 at
7:30 in the Fieldhouse!
HEY YOU! Blue-eyed girl at
Diversions, thanks a latte for
making great drinks!
HEY YOU! Small, little, long
hair, pretty Africa. I want to be

HEY YOU! Hot blonde from
Idaho, let’s mash some potatoes
tonight.
HEY YOU! The new toilets in the
basement of the S.U.B. are...well,
the...you know what.

HEY YOU! Pigpen, I wanna get
dirty with you...
HEY YOU! S.U.B., we love Farm
to Table! Thanks for the delicious
local food!
HEY YOU! Latin prof, sorry we’re
so anarchic when the sun comes
out. :)

HEY YOU! Media Board, it’s been
real.
HEY YOU! Blonde going to Indonesia this summer, you killed it in
Tahitian!
HEY YOU! Senior Theatre
Festival, you all are hands down
the most hardworking, talented
bunch of people on this campus!
HEY YOU! People who just
watched the last episode of
“Game of Thrones” season 4—
don’t spoil it for the rest of them.
It’s too good. YOU KNOW OF
WHAT I SPEAK.
HEY YOU! We rethought our
design, at your suggestion. We
think you’ll be especially pleased
with this week’s cover.
HEY YOU! Prospies, don’t let the
sun fool you. It’s just Ron Thom’s
magic weather machine.
HEY YOU! Person who put lavender flavoring in Diversions and
Oppenheimer—you’ve made my
life so beautiful.
HEY YOU! Girl in the dress in

Diversions on Saturday, how easy
could we take that dress off ?
HEY YOU! Pretty lax boy with
braids in his hair. You can put
your ball in my net any time. xoxo
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I’ve been in correspondence with
your mother and she has finally
agreed to sell the key to your
chastity belt. xoxo

HEY JEW, Chag Sameach.

HEY YOU! Blowing out someone
else’s candle doesn’t make yours
shine any brighter.

HEY YOU! Hockey guy, keep
skatin’, the ice is comin’. My man
crush grows daily.

HEY YOU! Cellar, your huge 90
cent ice cream scoops are the light
of my life.

HEY YOU! Football player who
just completely skipped out on
paying for your whole plate of
food, shame on you! DCS works
ridiculously hard for you. Your laziness and impatience is pathetic.

HEY YOU! Come to the Phi Delta
Theta annual Easter Egg hunt
on April 20 at 1:30 (ages 14 and
below) or 2:30 (ages 15+) in the
Rotunda. All proceeds go to the
ALS foundation.

HEY YOU! Shout out to Diversions baristas who know your
order before you say it. :)

HEY YOU! Payroll, we’re sorry we
kept blaming you for our lack of
paychecks. We know it’s not your
fault.

HEY YOU! Pretty guy S.U.B.
worker back from Africa, do you
want to go on a date to see the
remake of Robocop? It might
not be in theaters anymore but
I bet it’s coming out on DVD at
Redbox soon.
HEY YOU! Honey Badger says:
“Diversions don’t care. Diversions
knows it’s awesome.”
HEY YOU! Chief-Chaco-bear,
I love your racial ambiguity and
your Crocs. Love, Me.
HEY YOU! Lover of my beard/
banjo. Coffee would be lovely!
Introduce yourself!
HEY YOU! Diversions and its
baristas rock!
HEY YOU! KUPS Tuesday Alt
pretty long hair boy of Africa,

HEY YOU! I’m going to punch
the next person who tells me how
many days we have left of senior
year. #indenial.
HEY YOU! Next person who asks
me what I’m doing after graduation: I’m going to punch you too.
#Idon’tknow,Idon’tcare.
HEY YOU! Senior Jewish debate
guy, you know where to find me...
HEY YOU! Tacoma, way to be
cloudy on the night of a once in a
lifetime lunar eclipse. :(
HEY YOU! Bio dread girl, what
other tongues besides Greek can
you speak...?
HEY YOU! Tour guides, you all
are awesome!

Dance, sexuality intertwined Bra-blematic choice
By BLAiR nEKKiD

Dance is an incredibly powerful action. Sometimes, in the midst
of our crazy lives, we forget to take
time to dance. Sometimes, even
when we’re in the position to dance,
we get self-conscious and forget
to let go, be ourselves and let the
movement permeate our beings.
This, in my opinion, is a tragedy.
It’s also important to remember that
while dancing can be sexy, it doesn’t
have to be about sex.
I recently surveyed a few students and alumni and asked them
about their relationships with dancing, why they liked it, whether they
preferred to dance alone or with a
partner and whether or not they felt
it was inherently sexy. What they
provided was an excellent look into
the ways that dance can be a celebration, and how we can all turn our
self-consciousness around in order
to truly enjoy music in the moment.
Talison Crosby, who recently
DJed at a blues dancing event organized by the club Bluesion, had this
to say about partner dancing: “I definitely feel sexy when I dance, but
it’s more like I’m expressing my own
sexuality. I love dancing alone, too,
but when you dance with a partner…you have to meet in a middle
ground of tension and compromise
and create something unique and
beautiful that you could never create on your own.”
When asked why he loves it, Crosby responded, “I love dancing because, unlike other artistic mediums
(visual art, music, etc.) there is no
middle man between your creative
vision and your finished product.
It’s pure creative expression through
your body. There are no instruments

or paint brushes to get in the way.”
In describing the sensual side of
blues dancing, Crosby said, “it’s definitely sexy. But it’s the energy that
you share with your partner that is
wonderful and sexy, rather than the
physical body touching. It’s not invasive, and there is never any expectation of any kind of physical sexual
contact.”
Louise Blake, an alumna with a
passion for electronic music, maintained that she loves solo dancing.
“It’s a form of meditation, an irreplaceable situation where you’re
surrounded by people, you have this
thing in common, but you’re left in
your own head. In the scene I frequent, sex is the least of priorities on
peoples’ minds.”
Blake described the way she experiences dancing as, “an ultimate
celebration of the immediate moment. The whole body becomes
an ear, hears the sound vibrations.
You get into this headspace where
your body starts translating what it
hears…an extended audio art piece.
And dance is a way to have a discussion with that. It’s about losing your
ego, not about self-censorship. On
the dance floor you can always tell
who’s allowing themselves to have
that physical conversation, versus
the people who are dancing how
they think they’re supposed to.”
Dance-floor-idol and senior
Spencer Gordon was happy to talk
about the University of Puget Sound
dance scene.
“One thing I love about UPS is
that there are parties where you
just dance; you just go and dance
the pain away,” he said, just getting
started. Gordon prefers dancing by
himself at parties, with ample room
to break out his impressive moves.

When asked about dancing with
a partner, he replied, “It depends
if I’m really feeling it or not. It can
bring in an awkward factor if you
get off beat.” In terms of the sensual
side of dancing, he maintains that it
doesn’t always have to be sexual, but
that, “a lot of time it is sexual in the
party context.”
Carolyn Corl expressed her love
for dance, saying, “When my whole
body’s surrounded by sound, and I
can feel that, dancing is the perfect
way to process that feeling. We process music through our bodies. It
can be sexual, or angry, anything.”
Corl, who has found some of her
best dance experiences to be at concerts with precisely the kind of surround-sound effect she describes,
says that she tends to think of dancing as, “a much more singular experience,” although she maintains that
dancing with a partner can also be
great.
When asked about choreographed dance, senior Scott Smith—
both a dancer in RDG and a fireball
on the dance floor—said, “it’s great
because I can learn it and nail it,
but I also love putting my own twist
on the moves.” Outside of the RDG
context, though, “you can lose yourself to dancing, going for it, letting
loose.”
Smith maintained that he mostly
prefers to dance by himself. When
asked about the sensual side of
dancing, he replied, “Yes, dancing
can be sexy, even when you’re just
dancing for yourself.”
Dancing is an outlet. It is unifying, liberating, emotional, sensual
and expressive, but most of all, I
believe, it is an essential part of life.
So, please, go out there and find out
what dancing means to you.

By DD WOOD

Big-breasted compatriots, it’s
time to ditch the over-the-shoulderboulder-holders.
Although bras can be cute, or
even beautiful, the harsh reality is
that they are rarely comfortable. For
A and B cups, the solution is simple;
ditch the gear. But for us larger laden ladies, leaving our breast friends
unsupported doesn’t seem like a viable option.
But what if we could change that?
All that bra burning of the 70’s
seems to have fallen by the wayside.
Many women feel that they would
be violating a social code, regardless
of bra size. And it is true that going braless means some people will
ogle. If the price of physical comfort
is a few sideways stares, women often feel that the choice is simple. It’s
better to be a little uncomfortable in
a bra than be judged by others.
However, a new study may actually contradict that assertion. A 15year study of 330 women found that
women who chose not to wear a bra
had greater muscle tissue to support their breasts. Essentially, the
path to perkier breasts is the one
less traveled. Additionally, some
participants reported decreases in
stretch marks and back pain. However, some researchers caution that
the sample population may not be
representative of women globally.
One the other hand, the study
does confirm that pursuing a medical degree could mean you end
up measuring boobs for 15 years
(which might make the tuition
worth it).
Boobs are great and fun and they
can be a lot to manage. They get
sweaty and heavy and sometimes

if you hike bra straps up too much
they leave indents in your shoulders. Sometimes bras are beautiful,
but especially for those with more
bounce per ounce, bras can feel like
a torture device.
Bras can be fun, beautiful, comfortable and flirty. But we should
never feel like we have to wear them
just because we are a little larger.
For all the men reading this article because you saw the word
“boob,” please allow us to go without a bra without ogling. We know
they’re bouncy, but holy nutcracker,
we just want to walk around without a metal wire cutting into our
chest.
We are not going braless because
we want the attention (believe me,
boobs get enough attention even
when they’re fully supported). The
only statement we are making is “I
could not mentally prepare myself
to put that death chamber on today.”
Some women feel more comfortable wearing a bra, sometimes for
safety but also because it can be
painful to walk down stairs without
one. That is a perfectly valid reason
to wear one!
However, if you look forward to
taking off your bra at the end of a
long day as much as you look forward to eating chocolate cake, maybe it’s time to consider that bras are
really not worth all that.
It isn’t absurd that women should
be able to have both physical comfort and social acceptance. Let’s
make our campus one in which
people can choose to wear whatever
is most comfortable, regardless of
size or shape. Let’s learn to celebrate
our bodies and treat them however
works best for us.
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Mortar Board celebrates initiation, Frightmare Theater
welcomes newest members
seeks to attract viewers
By ADA SMITH
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By NICK LOUIE

P

uget Sound’s Otlah Chapter of the Mortar Board honor society recently selected 28 new members. Founded
in 1918, Mortar Board is a national honor society that aims
to recognize the exemplary accomplishments demonstrated by college seniors, such as scholarship, leadership and
services.
The idea for the society initially began in 1915 when a member
of Ohio State University’s own local honor society, also called Mortar
Board, met a member of Pi Sigma
Chi on the University of Chicago
campus. Both women wore similarly shaped pins, and consequently found that they both represented
their own respective honor societies
for women.
After joining forces to create the
Mortar Board that exists today, the
society grew enormously in size,
and in 1937 became the only organization recognized by the Association of College Honor Societies
(ACHS) that was made up of entirely women.
Mortar Board maintained their
composition of women only until
1975, when they opened membership up to male students. The national bylaws were then modified
“to emphasize the advancement of
the status of women” as well as “to
promote equal opportunities among

all people.”
The board now consists of 230
chartered chapters across the nation, with over a quarter million
members. Notable members include
Judith Resnick, an astronaut on the
Challenger, and Condoleezza Rice,
renowned politician and educator.
The Otlah chapter was chartered
at the University of Puget Sound in
1959, with 12 original seniors that
demonstrated academic achievement, in addition to qualifications
of service and excellence at the University.
The Otlah chapter has further
changed their interpretation of the
national by-laws and seeks to “promote equal opportunities and advancement among all peoples, regardless of gender, creed, sexual
orientation, or race.”
Renee Meschi, the Communications Director of the Otlah Chapter,
said that students selected for membership “have shown strong initiative, accomplishing great things
both on campus and in the commu-

Newly Initiated Members:
Clayton Jacobson
Anna Elliott
Mara Gartzke
Emma Wilson
Shelby Willis
Alison Goo
Loring Brock
Jack Elder
Benjamin Boe
Beth Anderson
Heidi Henderson
Liz Roepke
Maddie Janssen
Katie Breece
Bonnie Cramer
Paige Dahlberg
Carolyn Donaldson
Daniel Thorson
Allison Drummond
Katie Frye
Lauren Hamilton
Alexander Hayman
Liz Harbaugh
Jacob Imlay
Bebe La Grua
Louisa Raitt
nity.” Meschi is excited for the new
members. “Now, Otlah Chaper initiates will have the chance to convene with dedicated peers, pursuing
goals together that will better both
the campus and the greater Tacoma
Community,” she said.

Campus Films has recently been
trying to start a few programs out side
of their normally scheduled campus
films, most recently the Frightmare
Theater: a midnight showing every
Friday of a different B-rated sci-fi horror film.
However, these efforts have been
met with a virtual deadwall from the
campus. So far, Frightmare Theater
has brought in only a handful of students, mostly friends of the Campus
Films club member who puts them
on, freshman Zack McDowell.
The two main problems that McDowell is faced with putting on these
alternative shows are the timing and
the budget.
“As far as timing goes I’m always
going to be limited in some ways because we are showing the main movies on those prime spots on the weekends, but I still feel like if we can show
interesting things, that won’t be so
much of a problem,” McDowell said.
However, this can be a problem
because Campus Films is limited to
buying movies from two restricted
sources that puts movies on the public domain, so finding an old, interesting movie while sifting though all the
ones that are lost in the sands of time
can be a bit of a challenge.
These also cost the club money because they have to purchase these
movies from the companies. This
would not normally be a problem, but
Frightmare Theater is a free event.
“So definitely limited in the budget aspect of what I can show, but
that’s part of the fun of it. I have to say
that for figuring out what I’m going to
show for the end of the year for this,
it’s kind of fun because there are a lot
of terrible public domain movies and
there are some really cool interesting
ones, and it’s kind of fun to figure out
what those are,” McDowell said.
The only thing left for events to
gain a viewership is for people to take
interest in these old movies. This may
be harder than it sounds, because
while old movies will always have an
originality appeal, they are not marketed to the young audiences of today.

“They [old movies] are an integral
part of history in the arts, they really
shape performance and they shape
storytelling, but at the same time they
aren’t as flashy and the actors aren’t as
recognizable, or have a plot your not
entirely sure about,” freshman Claire
Martin said. “If you are debating what
to do on a Friday night, it might be
tempting to go to a movie where you
know the lead actor or you have heard
about the movie several times or you
know the critics love.”
That being said, B-rated sci-fi horror, or any old film for that matter, are
a far cry from being boring. “I think
the thing that’s entertaining about the
so bad it’s good B movie kind of thing
is that the movie is very aware that it’s
a movie, and when you watch it, you
can see the strings, and when people
act you can see that they are acting,
making things very apparent that it’s
a movie, so I think the humor comes
from that,” McDowell said.
While it is true that the only frightening part of these B-rated movies are
the horrific special effects and acting,
there is another aspect of it.
“I also think that showing these
kinds of movies at midnight kind
of goes back to that tradition of late
night creature feature shows on television and the whole tradition of midnight movies in theaters like Rocky
Horror at the Blue Mouse, and I think
it would be cool to start a tradition
like that on campus,” McDowell said.
While the Frightmare Theater got
off to a rocky start, it is far from dying out.
“I honestly think it’s a brilliant idea
because they can’t be that expensive to
show, and those old movies, they just
beg to be watched with popcorn and
friends. I hope that there is some kind
of renaissance of that, and hopefully
I will be able to attend in the future,”
Martin said.
If you and your friends want to expand your horizons this weekend, you
can join McDowell in Rausch at 12
a.m. where he will be showing Eegah,
which tells the terrifying tale of a prehistoric caveman who survived to the
present day and is terrorizing Palm
Springs.

Emerald City Trapeze offers fantasy, flight
By NICHOLE HINE

E

merald City Trapeze
is a company in Seattle that offers classes in
flying trapeze and aerial arts. Emerald City Trapeze also
has a professional flying trapeze
team called the ECFlyers and they
will be performing a show in May,
at which performers formerly from
Cirque du Soleil will be present.
“We are going to have aerial performers from San Francisco, Italy
and local performers as well,” aerialist and owner of Emerald City
Trapeze Kari Kirkland said. “There
is simply nowhere in the Pacific
Northwest that you can be 15 feet
away from flying trapeze artists and
enjoy such an intimate show for
such a reasonable price.”
Kirkland is an aerialist and also
teaches flying trapeze classes at
ECT. Kirkland was not always into
being an aerialist though.
“I did a lot of triathlon, and competed in Ironman a number of
times” Kirkland said. “I have discovered that the muscles I used for
triathlon are served extremely well
by aerial and trapeze, especially in
the upper body. I tried flying trapeze for the first time while taking
my best friend to a beginner class
on her birthday. It felt very natural

to me.”
“Flying is a mental and emotional trip! It takes tremendous focus
and acuity, but is also a beautiful
release,” Kirkland said. “It’s a lot

“ Flying is a mental
and emotional trip! It
takes tremendous focus
and acuity but is also a
beautiful release.”
—Kari Kirkland

about letting go of feeling like you
need to be in control all the time.
There are so many moving parts,
and small things change all the
time. This can be a tough thing to
get through, especially if you’re a
Type A personality!”
Kirkland left her job as a private
chef and began working at ECT
with her future husband, instructor
and owner Gary Kirkland.
“I ignored the third rule of flying trapeze: Never date a trapeze
instructor. I began dating the instructor who caught me on my first
trick,” Kirkland said.
One year to the day later, they
married at the ECT in a trapeze

wedding that will be featured in an
upcoming episode of TLC’s show
“4 Weddings.”
“My husband and I work really
well together and run the business
as a team,” Kirkland said.
If students want to get involved
in flying trapeze, there are a few
ways one can do so. They can book
an appointment online at Emeraldcitytrapeze.com or call 206-9069442.
Kari and many other instructors
teach classes in flying trapeze seven
days a week. They also teach aerial artist classes utilizing hoop, silks,
static trapeze and dance pole. Most
classes are for beginners, and there
are a few classes that are reserved
for more advanced flyers.
Kirkland encourages everybody
to try flying trapeze.
“For most first-time flyers, the
first flight is difficult for many reasons—whether it’s dealing with
fear, adrenaline, or just a mental
block about what they are about
to do! “ Kirkland said. “Some people find the hardest part for them
is climbing the ladder! [But] many
people are able to push through
their fear and discover a new passion.”
Kirkland is enthusiastic about
her job and believes that ECT
changes lives on a daily basis.

PHOTO COURTESY/KARI KIRKLAND

In Flight: Kari Kirkland teaches flying trapeze classes at
Emerald City Trapeze in Seattle.
“People literally walk out the
door with a completely different
sense of themselves and their capabilities after class. To be a part of

that alone makes everything that is
challenging about the job absolutely worth it.”
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Co-creator of Occupy Wall Entrepreneur Column:
Street defines a protest in Shake Shake Shake
political activism today

This weekly column is inspired by Tacoma Entrepreneur Network (TEN).
TEN is an intercollegiate network of members in Tacoma designed to explore
and build entrepreneurial careers, launched in 2011 by Professor Lynnette
Claire. Entrepreneurship uses working knowledge from every background of
study. For those who haven’t found their niche yet, are uncertain about what
the future holds, or have a multitude of skills and nowhere to apply them,
entrepreneurship could be the answer.

PHOTOS COURTESY/STEVE NACCARATO

Shaken not stirred: On a mission to open a “great classic
burger joint” Steve Naccarato and Robert Stocker opened
Shake Shake Shake in the Stadium District.

By NAKISHA RENEE JONES

PHOTO COURTESY/FAITH MATTHEWS

Micah White: The former editor of Adbuster magazine and co-creator of the Occupy Wall Street
movement came to campus on April 9 to share his thoughts and experience in political activism.

By AUDREY KAUFMAN

O

n April 9, Micah
White, the former
editor of Adbusters
magazine, gave a
guest lecture called “What is a
Protest?” in the Rotunda.
He is also credited with being
the only American co-creator, of
the 2011 movement “Occupy Wall
Street.”
Adbusters magazine defines itself as “a global network of culture

Logger
Action of
the Week:
Tell other s
w h at you r
defi n ition of
“hom e” is .

Theme of the
month: Home
If you have any
questions about the
movement contact
aloha@pugetsound.edu
or message us on FB,
Instagram, or twitter @
UPSAlohaMovement

Debriefs: Fridays. 3
PM. Piano Lounge.

jammers and creatives working to
change the way information flows,
the way corporations wield power
and the way meaning is produced
in our society.”
After a brief but humorous in-

“ [A protest] is the way
people manifest their
discomfort with the
government.”
—Micah White

troduction, a smiling White
walked to the front of the room,
looking approachable with Google
Glass around his neck. He quickly
appealed to the crowd with comments such as “I think liberal arts
colleges are the future” and “The
weather is like, really awesome.”
He then introduced himself and
explained that the goal of his lecture, as the title would suggest,
was to answer the question “What
is a protest?” as it applies to activism today.
A protest, according to White, is
“the way people manifest their discomfort with the government.”
He outlined the history of activist tools in promoting widescale change, citing Constantine
the Great’s use of the cairo symbol
in spreading Christianity, roadblocks to protest the World Trade
Organization Summit in Seattle
in 1999, and Occupy Wall Street’s
own use of the hashtag.
These historical movements,
as well as more modern ones like
“Partido Del Futura” in Spain and
“Movimento” in Italy, inspired the
techniques used in Occupy’s organization and demonstrations.
White claimed that Occupy is “a
manifestation of protests from the
last 500 years.”
But of Occupy, White said, “It’s a
constructive failure.” It had “a high
level of intelligence,” but it showed
White and the other organizers
what the limitations are when you

are just occupying space. He said
that they know now that camping out is not provocative enough
to cause change. Protests in the
streets are not the way either.
What is the way? White said,
“Think viral social rituals.” These
rituals include sounds, gestures
and colors that one can identify
with a particular movement and
spread rapidly.
He cited the use of the four-fingered gesture “the RABA” in the
Middle East as an anti-coup rallying call to the Islamic world and
the reverse Nazi salute in France.
He laughed as he said that the government wants to ban the gesture
on the basis of being anti-semitic. People insist that it is not anti-semitic, and that no one actually knows what it means, but it has
still caught on.
That, he insists, is the power of
viral social rituals. No one knows
why they are doing what they are
doing, but they are doing it.
Time can be an even greater
challenge to protests than law enforcement and the government.
These protests have to be quick
and intense.
“You basically have 28 days for
an active protest,” he said. White
seemed to be torn on whether social media is an asset or an obstacle to activist movements.
He put on his Google Glass and
explained how important the technology could be in transmitting
visual images of live active protests
to the rest of the world.
But, at the same time, he said,
social media has become so pervasive and there is so much content
that most of that content has been
reduced to white noise.
For more information on Occupy Wall Street and Micah White,
you can check out White’s website
ActivistBoutique.com.
White is also promoting a movement with friend Justin Wedes that
promotes “needs based” activism
in struggling cities like Detroit. It
is called the After Party and you
can find out more about it on AfterpartyUSA.org.

Shake Shake Shake is a retro/
modern burger cafe serving classic
diner style burgers and shakes with
a modern twist.
Co-owners Steve Naccarato and
Robert Stocker sat down with The
Trail to talk about the goings-on at
Shake Shake Shake.
• How was it started? What inspired the creation of the company?
“It was a dream of me and my
brother Gordon’s for the last dozen years. We came from a fine dining background but aspired to do
a great classic burger joint. When
I met Robert Stocker and shared
my dream he asked if we needed
a partner. We talked and dreamed
and schemed for a year, refining
the concept and the Stadium location delivered itself to us just before
we were going to purchase a 28 foot
custom food truck. Nine months
later, Shake Shake Shake came to
life.”
• What makes the food unique?
“Our attention to detail and obsessively trying to make the perfect
burger experience. We make all of
our sauces in house from premium
ingredients, and sweat the details.”
• How has the LocalLogger relationship been so far?
“It’s been great to both help support the university and to see their
support in return. We’re pleased
that so many of your students love
Shake and get what we are trying to
do here. For us it’s more than selling hamburgers. It’s about being a
part of the community and the fabric that makes for a vibrant city to
live in. We’re honored to play our
small part.”

• Are there employment opportunities for students?
“There are, especially during
the summer season. Ideally they’d
have some experience but attitude
is more important. We can teach
you the basics, but your good positive attitude, a real desire to connect to and serve the public and being a great team player are far more
important than being able to make
a great milkshake. You can email
us at steve@shakeshakeshake.me or
robert@shakeshakeshake.me.”
• Piece of advice for following
your dreams?
“Unless it’s a passion that gives
you that ‘fire in the belly’ you might
be on the wrong path. You have to
find that passion, fight past your
fears, then dive in head first. And
you shouldn’t listen to those that
tell you it can’t be done. All they’re
really saying is they couldn’t do it.
Plus, failure is a great teacher! Go
for it with all your heart and soul
and the universe will support that.”

• What can students look forward to when visiting?
“Great food, friendly service,
great music, a cool environment,
a place to relax and connect with
their friends.”

• Best lesson from your college
experience?
“That not being able to hit a
curveball won’t get you to the major leagues!” from Steve.
“Once you start, don’t stop! It’s
hard to go back!” from Robert.

• What is your favorite menu
item?
“That’s like asking us who’s our
favorite kid! We love all of the
burgers and dogs, (but right now
Steve’s favorite is the Mushroom
Swiss Burger and Robert said he
could eat our Famous Hickory
Burger every day of the week and
twice on Sunday).”

• What’s the greatest lesson
you’ve learned in running your
own business?
“There’re so many, and it teaches
you new ones daily. We think patience + persistence are a couple
pretty good ones though, and always looking for ways to improve
what you’re doing and remaining
passionate about your mission.”
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Softball team ends season with a strong
weekend against PLU, now on to next year

PHOTOS COURTESY/LOGGER ATHLETICS

Softball: Softball players hit, slide and run to beat their opposition.

By THOMAS OVERTON

Senior day was a warm one, as
the Logger softball team kicked off
the first half of a four game series
against cross-town rivals Pacific Lutheran University on Saturday April
12.
It was senior day for the home
Loggers and three players were
honored for their dedication to
the team during their time here at
Puget Sound.
Jenica Holt (Pleasanton, Calif.),
Taylor Jones (Keizer, Ore.) and
Chelsea Lindroth (Everett, Wash.)
will all be leaving their teammates
after this season is over; they will be
gone but not forgotten as they were
celebrated in a pre-game event honoring their commitment for their
time here.
Jones has spent the last two years
as a part of Logger softball, playing second base in her junior season and outfield in her senior sea-

son. Holt has played in the outfield
position since she was a freshman
here at Puget Sound. Lindroth, who
has also spent two years with the
team, played second base in both
of the seasons she played with the
Loggers.
The Lutes looked all business in
the first game of the series, scoring
six runs before the home team was
on the board.
The Lutes opened their scoring
when Katie Lowery singled to bring
home the lead-off hitter Spencer
Sherwin. A hard-hit double brought
in two more Lutes batters all inside
the first inning. The visitors scored
three more times before the Loggers were on the board with a run
in the second inning and two more
in the fifth to put themselves up 6-0.
The Loggers were not about to
play dead just yet as they knocked
in two runs near the end of the
sixth inning. Jones was first on the

trot to score when freshman Kristi
Nagamine (Honolulu, Hawaii) connected for a single and advanced
Jones to second base. Sophomore
Lisa Colombo (Los Gatos, Calif.)
was next up at bat and unfortunately grounded out to second but
advanced Jones and Nagamine in
the process. An error by the Lutes
brought Jones in to score and put
Holt onto first base. Holt scored the
second run of the game when sophomore Megan Campbell (Seattle,
Wash.) zipped a double out to left
field past the Lutes’ infield players.
The visitors were not happy with
the Loggers scoring and showed it
by increasing their lead from 6-2 to
10-2 in the seventh inning.
The Loggers showed their resilience again later in the seventh inning, as they rallied to score five
runs and bring the visiting team’s
lead to just three. Unfortunately the
impressive resurgence by the Log-

gers was not enough as those runs
would be the last ones scored for
the rest of the game, ending the first
of four games in a Lutes win 10-7.
Campbell had two RBIs on four
at-bats and Jones had one with four
at-bats as well.
The Lutes looked even more aggressive in the second game of the
series, putting up five runs after the
third inning. They scored once in
the first inning and four times in
the third. Lindsey Matsunaga was
the player who started the hit parade for the visiting team with a
well-struck single down the right
field line.
The Lutes made it seven in the
fourth inning but the Loggers were
not finished yet. In the bottom of
the fourth, the home team loaded
the bases with three of their first
four batters and looked poised to
cut down the visitors’ sizable lead.
Junior Olivia Turner (Seattle,

Wash.) was first up with the bases
loaded. She was walked by the visiting pitcher Kelsey Robinson and
brought home Holt for the first run
of the game for the Loggers. Unfortunately, none of the other runs
were capitalized on by the home
team.
The visitors made it 8-1 in the seventh inning and could have scored
more if not for Lindroth’s heroics.
The senior looked impressive as she
closed the inning with a double play
and increasing her count in that department to three. She scooped up a
ground ball, beat the runner to second base, and then wheeled about
to throw to junior Marissa Jeffers
(Issaquah, Wash.) who forced out
the runner at first base.
The Loggers wrapped up their
season on Sunday, April 13 on their
rival’s home turf, with the games
kicked off at noon for the final two
contests of the season.

Logger baseball team has a strong weekend
against Lewis and Clark, sweeping them in 3
By CLAIRE GRUBB
Puget Sound baseball won both
of their games against Lewis and
Clark on Saturday, April 12. The sun
was out and it was a perfect day for
baseball.
The Loggers started their first
game of the day behind the Pioneers. The Pioneers scored their first
run in the top of the first inning. The
next three innings went by swiftly with neither team scoring. Lewis
and Clark got another score in the
fourth inning. The game was beginning to look bleak when the Pioneers scored three more times in
the top of the fifth, but this was just
what the Loggers needed to get their
game started.
Puget Sound scored four times in
the fifth inning, narrowing in on the
strong lead Lewis and Clark had established through the beginning of
the game. After a series of singles,
the Loggers had the bases loaded.
Sophomore Chris Zerio (Pleasanton, Calif.) stepped up to bat and hit
a double. Senior Lucas Stone (Ashland, Ore.) and sophomore JB Eary
(Las Vegas, Nev.) ran home, getting
two runs for the Loggers and establishing an energy that would carry
throughout the rest of the day.
Senior Jeff Walton (Carmichael,
Calif.) was next at bat and did not
disappoint. He hit another double,
which brought Zerio and junior
Connor Savage (Bothell, Wash.)
home. These two important plays
put the Loggers on the board. The
fifth inning ended 5-4.
Lewis and Clark improved their
lead by one run in the sixth inning,

but this would be the last of the
game.
The Loggers came back strong
in the seventh inning, adding three
more runs to their score. Once again
Walton, Savage and Zerio made important plays that got players on the
bases. Sophomore Nathan Backes
(Seattle, Wash.) hit an RBI that allowed Zerio to score. At the end of
the seventh inning sophomore Nick
Funyak (Billings, Mont.) hit a single
down left field that brought Backes
home for the last run of the game.
The Pioneers had two more innings to score. The seventh inning ended 7-6 in favor of the Loggers and neither team scored in the
eighth. In the top of the ninth the
Loggers just had to keep the Pioneers from scoring in order to secure the win.
Thanks to strong pitching by the
Loggers and good fieldwork the Pioneers were unable to score and the
first game ended with a victory for
the Loggers.
The Loggers and the Pioneers
faced off again at 3:15 that same afternoon. The second game got off to
a slow start. Neither team hit the ball
in the first inning and the game was
0-0 until the bottom of the third.
Puget Sound gained a comfortable lead in the third inning when
they got four runs. The actionpacked inning started with a double
from sophomore Nickolas Alarcio
(Honolulu, Hawaii), who advanced
to third with the next hit. Zerio got
a walk when he was up at bat and
then quickly stole second. Walton
hit a single that brought Alarcio in
for the first run of the game.

Then Backes hit a single down
right that advanced Walton to second and allowed Zerio to bring in
another run for the Loggers. After more steals made by Backes and
Walton the Loggers were in a great
position for the last plays of the inning. Lewis and Clark pitcher John
Trupin threw wild pitches that allowed Backes and Walton to score.
The fast paced inning ended 4-0.
Lewis and Clark eventually scored
in the sixth, seventh and ninth innings. But while the Loggers had
powerhouse innings these innings
saw only one or two runs. The Pioneers scored more consistently throughout both games, but the
Loggers seem to find their rhythm
in one or two innings per game.
The Loggers only scored in four of
the 16 innings they were at bat between the two games; fortunately
these innings were strong enough to
bring them key victories over Lewis
and Clark.
The seventh inning was another one of the Loggers’ strong innings. Stone and Savage made it
to the bases after their turns at bat.
They would soon score thanks to a
hit from Walton and fielding errors
by the Pioneers. The error in center field resulted in two runs for the
Loggers and put Walton on second.
Walton almost immediately stole
third and then scored after an RBI
from Backes. The last run of the day
for the Loggers came when junior
Bobby Hosmer (Tucson, Ariz.) hit
an RBI that let sophomore Alex Sierra (Pasadena, Calif.) take home.
The Pioneers scored once more
in the ninth inning, but the game

ended with an 8-4 victory for Puget
Sound. The two teams faced off one
more time over the weekend when
they played on April 13. Puget
Sound won their third game of the
weekend with an 11-3 finish.
Once again the majority of their
runs came from two key innings.
They scored four runs in the first in-

ning and five in the sixth.
The Loggers ended the weekend
in fifth place in conference with an
8-10 record for conference play.
They will be on the road this
weekend but will return home the
weekend of April 26 to face off
against Willamette in their last
home games of the season.

Loggers Track Schedule
Spring 2014

Apr. 19, 2014 at Spike Arlt Invitational 9:00 a.m.
Ellensburg, Wash.
Apr. 25, 2014 Northwest Conference Championship
			
2:00 p.m.
Apr. 26, 2014 Northwest Conference Championship
			
10:30 a.m.
May 2, 2014 at Pacific Twi-Lite Meet
2:30 p.m.
Forest Grove, Ore.
May 3, 2014 at Pacific Twi-Lite Meet
2:30 p.m.
Forest Grove, Ore.
May 15, 2014 at Last Chance Meet
11:00 a.m.
Newberg, Ore.
May 22, 2014 at NCAA Championship 10:00 a.m.
Delaware, Ohio
May 23, 2014 at NCAA Championship
10:00 a.m
Delaware, Ohio
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Women’s lacrosse seeks to end season strong

Lacrosse: The women’s lacrosse team ends their season on a
positive note with a win against Linfield.

By MIA KELLIHER
With only one game left until
the season is over, the women’s lacrosse team is ending strong with
two dominant wins. On April 6, the
Loggers played Linfield and defeated them with an exceptional win
of 23-5. This game had many highlights due to the dominance the
team had.
The Loggers scored 15 goals in
the first half while Linfield only
scored five, which was their total for the whole game. Less than a
minute into the game Kerri Smith
(Kirkland, Wash.) scored the first
goal of the game, her 25th goal this
season. About two minutes after Sierra Edgerly scored the first goal
for Linfield.
The women’s lacrosse team has
a record of 7-9 for the season thus
far and have really grown as a unit
this past season. Many of the players are incoming freshmen which
allows for growth and experience
to occur during their college career. There are currently no seniors

on the roster which causes the Loggers to have to work extra hard in
creating a reputation for Logger’s
lacrosse.
Due to the large gap between
points, many players managed to
score their first collegiate goal as
they were able to work the field and
switch up positions.
Junior and captain Lauren Stuck
(Mount Airy, Md.) scored her first
collegiate goal which was a highlight since she is a defender. Other
highlights included freshmen Megan Bacher (Carlsbad, Calif.) and
Elena Becker (Bellevue, Wash.)
scoring their first collegiate goals.
Bacher ended up scoring three
goals throughout the game.
Throughout the season freshman Olivia Keene (Whitman, Md.)
has been a crucial member of the
team which she has proven from
her continuous goals to her draw
controls.
“I started playing lacrosse when
I was seven. Everyone in my family plays so I had a lot of people to

teach me and show me what I could
become. I loved playing on both the
county team and my school team in
middle school and then played on
just my school team in high school.
I initially didn’t want to play varsity
sports in college, but when I tried
to imagine my life without lacrosse,
I couldn’t. I love the sport. It somehow managed to be both fluid and
graceful and rough and tough at the
same time. I also love how the individual and team components of it
are equally important,” Keene said.
During the Linfield game, Keene
also had an accomplishment of
having a season high in draw controls of 14.
This past game against Southwestern, a Texas university, Keene
broke the Logger’s single season
scoring record with 57 goals this
past spring season.
Highlights from the Southwestern game included scoring 12 goals
in the first half.
Smith also scored the first goal of
the game like the last one. The last
second of the first half ended with a
Southwestern player’s shot on goal
but was saved by Puget Sound’s
Hailey Palmore (Tualatin, Ore.).
The second half was not as eventful
as only five goals were scored.
Junior Haley Jackson (Seattle,
Wash.) who has been playing since
middle school added to the moments that occurred in the past
game. “Highlights from our last
game against Southwestern is that
we won and as a team had a great
game.
Our transitions from defense to
offense was really well, the defense
did a great job with communicating with each other, both of our
goalies had a great game and each
played a half, our offense had some
really good shot placements and
one of our players, Olivia Keene

broke the season scoring record on
Friday,” Jackson said.
The lacrosse team has its last
game of the season on Wednesday
April 16 against Loras.
Since it is their last game as well
as a home game, the Loggers would
appreciate any and all support.
Keene expressed what the lacrosse team means to her and the
positive experience it has allowed
her to have during her first year at
Puget Sound.

“I played lacrosse in college to
stay in shape and because, like
I said, I love the sport and want
to spend as much of my life playing it but one thing I did not expect is how close I would get with
my teammates, coaching staff, and
training staff. They are all so supportive and I cannot imagine college without them. I would play
college sports just to be a part of
that community,” Keene said.

PHOTOS COURTESY/JP HALVERSON

From inexperience to anemia to dominance

A deep look into the career of track star Josh Seekatz
By ZOEY OLBUM
Josh Seekatz (Philomath, Ore.)
dominates long distance track and
field in the spring and cross country in the fall.
Running track events like the
1500-meter race, the steeplechase
and the five kilometer race, Seekatz
understands on a fundamentally
deep level the focus, determination
and will-power it takes to race at a
college level, at an intense athletic
level.
Commencing his track and field
and cross country running careers
in seventh grade, Seekatz had previously only competed on swimming
and soccer teams.
Seekatz took time to adjust. “I
sucked,” Seekatz said. “But it was superfun. I did it for friends.”
Though he needed a season
to truly get up to speed, Seekatz
learned the in’s and out’s of the two
sports and began to master them,
running faster with each season.
During his freshman year of high
school, Seekatz competed in both
soccer and track at the same time,
but “track was always more fun,”
Seekatz said.
Through his experience as a
member of multiple teams, especially at the same time, Seekatz gained
a new appreciation for the atmosphere. “Being with a team everyone is working together for the
same goal. It fuels competitiveness,”
Seekatz said.
At Puget Sound Seekatz, a junior
majoring in biology, with a particular interest in botany and ecology,

has been a major competitor of both
track and field and cross country for
three years and plans to keep with
the two programs for his senior year
as well.
Though middle and high school
sports are incredibly different from
those competed at a collegiate level,
Seekatz has learned how to be a very
successful athlete.

“ In track I like most that
you have to learn about
people ”
—Josh Seekatz

“I know how to supplement my
running when I have injuries,”
Seekatz said. He also describes how
he has learned to combine crosstraining exercises with running.
“Weight (training) helps so much,”
Seekatz said. “In the weight room
we work on what little explosive
muscles we have.”
Though Seekatz “ran decently fast
times” as a freshman, he “ran inconsistently.” After realizing his “aerobic
threshold was so much higher” and
that he could perform at “really high
intensity for a long time,” Seekatz
began to drastically improve.
“Taking care of yourself in general” is one of the most important
things, Seekatz said. “You get a lot
of nagging injuries, lots of little preventative things.”
During his sophomore year,
Seekatz became anemic for a period

due to a lack of calories. After taking
a full month off to recover, Seekatz
returned with energy and enthusiasm.
“[Training]is hard for me mentally,” Seekatz said. “[Hard workouts]
break you down until there’s nothing left and then see how much you
can put your foot on the gas and just
go,” Seekatz said.
The team does a workout each
season called “To Hell and Back,”
which involves the runners completing a two-mile warm-up; a 20
minute fartlek; 600, 500, 400, 300,
200 meters sprinting; a 20 minute fartlek; and finally 400 meters
sprinting five times.
“It’s the hardest workout of the
season,” Seekatz said.
Though he is a very talented runner, Seekatz still “gets really nervous” and is superstitious before
races.
Because his high school cross
country coach told him “dairy
makes it so you can’t breathe”
Seekatz avoids all dairy products the
day of a race and “never shaves on
race day,” Seekatz said.
Seekatz truly enjoys the excitement of his sport.
“Track is more fun; it’s a head to
head race. In track I like most that
you have to learn about people,”
Seekatz said. “Track is fast and unpredictable.”
Last season, Seekatz took second
at Northwest Conference Championships in the steeplechase and is
most excited about the race for the
upcoming championships as well,

as he is confident that he can take
first place in the race. He will also be
competing in the 1500-meter race
and the five-kilometer race.
“I am excited for the 1500 meter
race. Everyone is cooking around
the track. It’s fun because there

are no methods. It’s less of a chess
match (than the five-kilometer
race,” Seekatz said.
The
Northwest
Conference
Championship will be held at our
own Peyton Field track on April 2526.

Scoreboard

Baseball
Sat. April 12
Lewis and Clark 6 vs. Puget Sound 7
Lewis and Clark 4 vs. Puget Sound 8
Sun. April 13
Lewis and Clark 3 vs Puget Sound 11
Softball
Sat. April 12
Pacific Lutheran 10 vs. Puget Sound 7
Pacific Lutheran 8 Puget Sound 1
Sun. April 13
Pacific Lutheran 9 vs. Puget Sound 3
Pacific Lutheran 1 vs. Puget Sound 5
Women’s Tennis
Puget Sound 4 @ Lewis and Clark 5
Men’s Tennis
Puget Sound 0 @ Lewis and Clark 9

10

trailheyyou@pugetsound.edu

Combat Zone

The Puget Sound Trail
April 18, 2014

The Combat Zone is intended to be a satirical work. The views and opinions expressed by the Combat Zone do not necessarily reflect those of The Puget Sound Trail,
ASUPS, concerned parties or the University of Puget Sound. Please submit compliments or complaints in the form of letters to the editor.

A candid response to those Anime fanboy’s
annoying café whiners
nosebleeds
uncontrollable
By MR. BUTTFIST

Ida Dunn-Moore needs to step up
her coffee game.
Everyone is thankful for the space
she provides, but the quality of the
coffee is inconsistent.
Sure, its fun to hang out with
her, but she doesn’t own 20 different flavors of syrup, she can’t grind
her own espresso, pull a shot, foam
milk and mix drinks, all while juggling 10 other tasks in the busiest
coffee shop on campus.
I mean, really, she’s not even a coffee shop!
I’ve had a lot of good coffee. Unfortunately, I can count on coffee
from the lamest girl, Ida, to be atrocious. I took it upon myself to find
out why.
“I just feel like Ida doesn’t really
know how to steam milk or how to
pull a good shot,” an anonymous
sophomore barista friend said.
For those who don’t know too
much about coffee, these are the
essential skills any person who
spends their spare time criticizing
a student-run café needs to have in
order to make commonly-ordered
drinks such as an espresso, a cap-

puccino or a latte.
This dilemma is a product of three
factors: Ida’s training, management
of Ida and Ida’s accountability.
From conversations with this
sophomore and a junior who has
been friends with Ida for nearly
three years now, I have learned that
Ida’s coffee shop training is minimal.
The junior even sought outside
training, because Ida just wasn’t
cutting it.
Fortunately, he is more of a coffee
snob than I am.
Caffé Vita, which has no connection to Ida whatsoever, has trained
Ida in the past, which was an experience that was not entirely helpful.
Instead of improving her bar
skills, Ida learned cupping, a nontasting skill that involves splashing
her friends in the face with very
hot cups of coffee and subsequently
results in the overall negative feedback she has received on her ability
to be a good coffee shop or decent
human being.
Other than customer satisfaction,
there seems to be little motivation
for Ida to actually improve her
skills.

With Ida, there is no consequence
for a bad cup of coffee, other than a
swift kick to the groin.
Students may complain about
the coffee amongst themselves, but
rarely if ever will directly critique
Ida, unless she really shit on that
particular drink like the unskilled
oaf she is.
In mid-semester evaluations,
there is no evaluation of coffeemaking skills, because there are so
many better things to be doing with
your time other than bitching about
Ida’s lame-ass coffee making skills.
Clearly Ida’s friends aren’t keeping
an eye on what she is making.
I, personally, am thankful for a
critic of Ida, who makes studying
very difficult with her poor taste
in music and aggressive insistence
of drinking her crap coffee when
I could get a perfectly good cup
from Diversions, where the staff is
friendly and apologetic if I’m not
satisfied with a drink they’ve made.
Why would I spend time in a coffee shop if I don’t want to be sipping a drink and socializing, when I
could just go to Ida and listen to her
complain about said coffee shop?

Prospective student appalled
by immaculate groundskeeping

By BILLY THE PUBESCENT

Most students who visit here, the
author included, are taken aback
by the great effort that goes into the
upkeep of the grounds here at Puget
Sound.
Indeed, even now after being here
a few years, I still find myself marveling at our lush fields of evenly
cut grass and perfectly manicured
pines.
Unfortunately for our grounds
keepers and the school treasury,
this was not the case with one Johan
Dietrich, a prospective student who
toured campus earlier this week.
Johan Dietrich, a prospective student from Middledale High School
in the greater Denver area, was not
one of the multitudes wowed by our
immaculate and borderline OCD
grounds keeping.
Dietrich was visibly angered and
taken aback by the freshly pruned
tulips and quaffed hedges.
“Look at this perversion of nature!” he was heard saying to his
fellow tour-mates. “This isn’t real,
it’s all a bastardization of Mother
Nature’s bounty!”
As the parents and other prospective students of the 2:00 tour ‘round
the U of PS began to subtly increase
the space between themselves and
Dietrich, sources report that he
knelt down to the grass, half crying, half yelling, “Why did they do
this to you?! Why do they mutilate
such perfect grass!” turning to anyone who was looking he continued,
“Are you all happy? You are all
standing by while these beautiful
proud specimens are CUT DOWN
in their PRIME!” he paused, then
exclaimed, “I won’t conform and
stand idly by while you submit
these gentle creatures to your preconceived notions of natural beauty. YOU FASCIST PIGS!”
He then stopped for a moment
and stared into the middle distance
as a single tear rolled down his
cheek.
The tour guide, unsure of what to

By STONE COLD STEVE
AWESOME

Henry Bishonen, once a super
cute freshman by all accounts, has
been acting rather strangely of late.
Whenever a girl smiles or waves at
him during class, he lets out an exasperated gasp as his nose unleashes an epic stream of blood. Then
he runs out of the room screaming
what sounds like, “Hazukashii!!!”
The word, meaning “shame or
embarrassment” in Japanese, really
should not be part of his vocabulary, considering the fact that he’d
never spoken a lick of Japanese in
his life prior to this last week.
He actually did have a sophomore
girlfriend for awhile (she chose to
remain anonymous) but when he
started calling her “senpai,” she
bailed.
Bishonen’s roommate, Alex
Minikui, told us smugly about Bishonen’s late night activities. “Ever
since I got him into watching anime on CrunchyRoll.com, he’s just
been obsessed… Every time I come
back to the room he’s sitting on
his bed cross-legged, slurping ramen with chopsticks and watching
FLCL on repeat. That entire show
is literally just about sex; no wonder he can’t control his nosebleeds
anymore.”
And he only seems to be getting
worse.
Yesterday Bishonen was spotted walking around campus with

a faux tail and one of those stupid
animal hats that has earflaps you
can use as gloves.
He’s also gotten really into chibi art and wearing all black—he
doesn’t want to stain his clothes
from getting nosebleeds.
It’s gotten to the point where he
can’t even go to parties not just
because he’s awkward but because
he’s so afraid of seeing a girl and
getting another nosebleed.
At long last, he decided to meet
with us for an interview before he
left to go study, i.e. watch more
FLCL: “I can’t help but feel very
sabishii. My girlfriend…I mean,
ex-girlfriend was so yasashikute
utsukushii that I just didn’t expect
her to be so hidoi. Maybe I’ll just
drop out and become yumeijin. Eijanaika right?”
After that nearly incomprehensible monologue, we decided that
it was best not to encourage his
eccentricities and cut off the interview right then and there.
But suddenly, a busty intern in
a tube top walked in through the
office door and promptly, blood
came gushing out of his nostrils.
“GOMENNNN!!!” he wailed as
he sprinted out into the bathroom
where he sat crying for at least an
hour.
Pamela Manderson, who was actually a transvestite, asked us if he
needed help to which we replied,
“No you’ll probably just make him
more confused…if that’s even possible.”

What can I satirize?
By YOLO ONO
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Grounds: Not everyone who comes to our idyllic campus is
taken in by the perfectly manicured lawns and shrubs.
do at this point looked to Dietrich’s
mother, who blankly smiled, and
asked her a question about dorm
laundry policies.
As the tour guide timidly answered the query for the mother
and the bewildered group of prospective students and parents, Dietrich let out a high pitched scream,
ran full speed onto Todd Field,
intercepted a Frisbee mid-flight,
and ran off in the direction of the
Arboretum, continuing the scream
throughout.
His mother, who seemed not to
acknowledge the behavior of her
son up to this point, thanked the
tour guide for her tour, and began
walking in the direction Dietrich
had fled.
The tour continued in awkward
silence, interrupted only by nervous questions about university life,
that is until the tour arrived in front
of the Student Union Building.
When approaching the outdoor
seating area, everyone in the tour
silently noticed Mrs. Dietrich sitting at one of the outdoor tables,
sipping a glass of coffee.
Directly behind her, one quarter
of the way up the giant Sequoia,
was Dietrich, with his newly ac-

quired Frisbee, seated on a branch
that bent slightly under his weight.
Sources report that a small crowd
had formed at the base of the tree,
as Dietrich spouted randomly from
atop his arbor soapbox.
Finally, after repeated appeals
from Campus Security to control
her son, Mrs. Dietrich turned her
chair around. One source recounted the following exchange.
“Johan honey, come down please,
these nice men want you to be safe.”
Dietich replied, “NO MOM. I’m
not caving into their FASCIST
STALINISTIC DEMANDS!”
“I have a fresh Mars Bar in my bag
if you come down!”
“Mars Bar! Sweet!”
Dietrich tumbled down from the
sequoia and landed with a small
thud on the ground, after a moment launching himself up towards
the waiting candy. The two then
began walking in the direction of
Alder, and have not since returned
to campus.
The Wombat Zone has inquired of
the administration for more information about the Dietrich’s, but has
been refused on grounds of confidentiality.

After several hours of grueling
Flail meetings and multiple rejected drafts on countless topics, this
reporter decided last Sunday that
everything currently happening on
campus is simply too sensitive to
productively satirize.
While satire can often be used to
call out flaws with the status quo,
poke holes in an argument and even
make an interesting and thoughtprovoking comment on current affairs, the issues currently facing the
University of Fuggit Noise are emotionally charged, difficult and generally should not be discussed in
the fake news section of the student newspaper but rather in a
more serious environment, where
both sides of an issue can equally
be heard and a compromise can be
reached.
If The Wombat Zone were to satirize one of the many heated topics
being debated around campus, the
result would most likely not involve
a humorous anecdote that prompted students to think a little bit deeper about the difficult issues facing
our school but rather an offensive
article that would discourage many
bright students with valuable ideas
from sharing their opinions.
I truly believe there is a time and
place for humor and this is simply
not the time or the place.
For example, our staff thought
about making light of ABC (the Arborist and Botanist Collective) and
their wonderful spring show that
many people worked so desperately hard on.
But we realized by making fun of
ABC, we run the risk of undermin-

ing all the hard work put in by each
botanist.
Anyone who saw the spring show
knows every arborist and botanist,
in a whirlwind of passion, left it all
out there and The Wombat Zone
isn’t prepared to discredit that.
You might say that we could do
a joke about the traditions of viewing ABC’s show on a Friday but we
at The Flail felt that would also be
problematic as those students are
simply looking for an escape from
the constant anxiety life forces on
us all.
We did have an article planned
that poked fun at the current Geek
Life debate but eventually scrapped
it as we felt the article would only
obstruct and distract from the productive conversation already taking
place.
The passing of the KNEW requirement did provide some potential headlines but none of them
really had the humorous and
thought-provoking elements that
has become the standard of The
Wombat Zone.
We debated doing something
about the campus’s café issues but
found that the Fuggit Noise community is not as caffeinated and
accepting as we all so desperately
want it to be and because of this,
the line between satire and reality
begins to blur and offend.
Lastly, we considered making
light of the human condition itself
and what it means to be truly alive;
yet our staff ultimately decided that
life, the human condition and all of
our struggles are already a sick joke
with our inevitable death being the
cruel and painful punchline waiting
for us at the end.
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West Coast talents featured at the Blue Mouse
Stephanie Anne Johnson of “The Voice,” Portland Cello Project
and What She Said came together for an informal music festival

By KATHRYN STUTZ
The Blue Mouse Theatre on Proctor hosted an informal music festival on April 11 of three talented musical groups, each of whom showed
off their unique styles through a
variety of musical genres and pieces.
The first act, What She Said, introduced themselves as Puget Sound’s
“only all-women a cappella group.”
What She Said’s first piece was a
cover of Alicia Keys’s “Fallin’,” arranged by Stephanie Gates, in which
the deep, soulful voice of soloist
Jennifer Kullby balanced nicely with
the lighter background singers and
the rhythm vocalists.
Following this, they covered Imogen Heap’s “Hide and Seek.” Their
version replaced the stylistic monotone of the original song with an arrangement that was light, airy and
melodic. This occasionally matched
oddly with the harsh emphasis on
line endings which they carried over
from Heap’s original version of the
song, though the new melodic tone
was indisputably elegant.
What She Said also performed
Dolly Parton’s classic country song
“Jolene.” Both soloists, Stephanie
Gates and Aubrey Lawrence, excelled at the chorus, which required
impressive command of long, high
notes.
The group closed with Lauren
Park’s arrangement of Ke$ha’s “Your
Love is a Drug,” bringing more than
a few amused giggles from the audience.
Next for the stage was Stephanie
Anne Johnson, a self-proclaimed,
“friendly neighborhood guitar picker,” from Tacoma, well known for
her impressive run on the television
show “The Voice.”
Johnson opened with a cover of

Emeli Sandé’s “Next To Me.” While
on “The Voice,” Johnson trained
with Christian Aguilera and CeeLo
Green, and with her opening num-

gle Ladies.”
Her cover of Beyonce’s work was
lent a bittersweet and yet heartfelt
tone by Johnson’s harmonious gui-

piece Johnson is working on for her
next album. It’s a love song, she said,
written to her significant other: “I
didn’t win ‘The Voice,’ I don’t have
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Blue Mouse Theatre: The quirky theater played host to a wide range of musical groups April 11.
ber, this training really showed.
Johnson’s voice was rich and full
and wholly satisfying. Her rendition
of Sandé’s piece had a lot of melodic
strength—what Johnson called the
“fancy clothes” on top of a piece.
Johnson said she likes to switch
between “Wow, I did not expect
that girl to sing ‘Single Ladies’ right
now,” and “Wow, that Steve Martin
cover is really good,” which led into
her next set of pieces, starting with
a tune of her own called “Busted
Blues,” and then the promised “Sin-

tar, and her breathy voice on the final chorus.
Following this, Johnson performed a cover of Ray Charles’s
“George In My Mind,” in honor of
her grandmother’s birthday, and
then gave a performance of Blackstreet’s “No Diggity.”
Johnson wrapped up her set with
two of her own songs, “Just 2 Say,”
in which her nearly ethereal vocals
clearly evoked the tropical feeling
of the Hawaiian music she credited
as her inspiration, and an untitled

the money to buy you a Cadillac, but
here’s a song, isn’t it pretty.”
The piece, more lyric-focused
than her others, perfectly showed
off her casual but catchy style.
After Johnson “jetted out” to her
grandmother’s birthday party, the
Portland Cello Project took the
stage, and promised to “continue
this evening’s tradition of genrebusting fun from all over the world,
starting with a piece from a British
composer named Adele.”
The Portland Cello Project’s set

began with the aforementioned
“Rolling In The Deep,” in which they
upped the stakes halfway through
with cello-drumming and rhythmic
stomps, before slowing into the softer closing section.
This fed well into a Bach piece,
and then an adaptation of Duke Ellington’s “Caravan,” which gave the
percussionist some exciting things
to do, as well as the vibrant Fleet
Foxes’ “White Winter Hymnal.”
Following this, the Project introduced their vocalist, Patti King, for
a number of songs from The Beck
Hansen Song Reader. As the Portland Cello Project phrased it, “Beck
wrote out all the sheet music, and
then handed it to the world and
said, ‘Here, I’m not even going to
record it; you do that.’”
This set started with Beck’s “Please
Leave a Light On,” given a Peter Paul
& Mary air thanks to King’s soft vocals. King then returned periodically to accompany the Portland Cello
Projects for several songs including
her own composition, “My Arrow,”
and a Radiohead piece titled “Jigsaw
Falling Into Place.” The name is apt;
the Portland Cello Project’s version
blended sharp-edged and rapid cello with smooth trumpet transitions.
Upon realizing that there was no
backstage at the venue to escape
to, the Portland Cello Project happily performed another of the Beck
Hansen Song Reader pieces, “Last
Night You Were a Dream,” as an encore.
What She Said has a Facebook
page at facebook.com/whatshesaidups. Stephanie Anne Johnson’s music can be found on her website,
sajmusic.com, and the works of the
Portland Cello Project can be found
on their website, portlandcelloproject.com.

When Pigpen turned
Her surprises with a creative,
beautiful twist on classic love story into a germaphobe
By SABINE GLOCKER
I originally approached this film
with hesitation. The idea of a man
falling in love with a computer
made me think of a man falling in
love with say…Siri, or something
like that.
Due to this hesitation, I originally decided to approach the film
with a psychological perspective,
thinking it could be interesting to
analyze the film from the point of
view of a psychologist looking at
people with sexual paraphilias.
But as the film progressed, it began to pull on my heart strings and
it no longer felt like a man in love
with a computer, but rather a man
and woman in love, with a great
distance between them.
Her, directed by Spike Jonze,
follows a man named Theodore,
played by Joaquin Phoenix, as
he struggles with a divorce and a
complicated relationship with a
computer operating system.
It takes place in a distant technologically advanced future where
a company comes out with an operating system (OS) that is artificially intelligent.
Theodore purchases this new
OS and develops a relationship
with it. He chooses for it to have
a female voice, and the OS herself
chooses to have the name Samantha. Samantha, voiced by Scarlett
Johansson, and Theodore develop a relationship that begins as
a close friendship but turns into

something more.
At first, the film is strange. It can
be hard to wrap your mind around
the idea that this man is falling in
love with a computer.
But as the film goes on, the OS
—Samantha—becomes more and
more her own person and their
relationship becomes more and
more complicated, as relationships
between humans do.
The audience finds out that other people are also developing relationships—friendships or more—
with their OSs and it is not viewed
as strange or weird at all in this
future world. As the characters in
the film become okay with their
relationship, so does the viewer.
After a while, it just feels like
any other romantic story. The film
will make you laugh and maybe
cry and it is one that will surely
bring enjoyment.
The film won one Oscar, for
Best Writing—Original Screenplay, and was nominated for four
others. It also won one Golden
Globe for Best Screenplay and was
nominated for two others.
While the film itself has not
been as widely critically acclaimed
as say American Hustle or 12 Years
a Slave, two of the other films
acknowledged at this year’s Oscar’s, it is one that deserves to be
watched and loved.
It covers complex themes like
love, loss and depression, and as
such, draws the viewer in until

they feel like they themselves have
lost when Theodore loses and gain
when Theodore gains.
The film is relatively unorthodox, but it is creative, melancholy,
beautiful and intriguing. If possible, I highly recommend seeing
this film this weekend in Rausch
Auditorium, tonight at 7:30 p.m.
and 10 p.m., tomorrow at 7:30
p.m. and 10 p.m., Sunday at 2 p.m.
and 7:30 p.m.
However, as a warning the film
does feature quite a bit of language
and some sexual content.
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Her: While a man falling in love
with a computer might be offputting, Her hits the right notes
to make this story succeed.

By ELISABETH SCHYBERG
Last week’s STF show, Dog Sees
God: Confessions of a Teenage Blockhead, blew audiences away with its
original portrayals of every form of
teen angst possible.
Written by Bert V. Royal, and directed by senior Zoe Drew-King,
Dog Sees God transformed the beloved Peanuts comic strip characters into their most troubled high
school selves.
From Charlie Brown, called CB
and played by senior Billy Krolik,
to Schroder, called Beethoven and
played by senior Blake Erickson,
each of the well-known characters
saw their childhood quirks developed into near neuroses.
The entire play was framed as one
of the still-unanswered letters that
CB is always writing to his penpal.
This time, however, he is telling his penpal the tragic story of
Snoopy’s death after he got rabies
(and ate Woodstock) and had to be
put down.
The centering question of the play
comes from CB’s quest to find out
what happens after death as he deals
with the loss of his dog.
The audience is introduced to
each of the now not-so-familiar
characters as CB roams through his
high school looking for anyone who
can give him a comforting definition of the afterlife.
We meet Tricia (better known
as Sir, played by senior Ellie Freeman) and Marcy (played by fresh-

man Bennet Roper), who have
turned into wild but lost party girls
who take shots in the cafeteria during lunch.
There’s Matt, formerly Pigpen,
(played by junior Will Putnam) who
now religiously applies hand sanitizer and bullies Beethoven mercilessly; we also meet the perpetually high Van (a.k.a. Linus, played by
sophomore Mel Schaffer), who falls
for CB’s identity-confused little sister (played by senior Jen Bradley).
While searching for the answer
to his question, “What do you think
happens after we die?” CB encounters one particularly poignant response that highlights the theme
of creator and creation interwoven
throughout the play. In a conversation with Beethoven in the music
room, Beethoven reminds CB, “You
know they say a dog sees God in his
master.” This answer is the only one
that helps CB reconcile his grief at
his dog’s death as well as his struggle for identity, as he begins to understand a greater purpose behind
death.
Issues of homosexuality and pyromania were intermingled with sly
references to the classic cartoon in
this compelling STF performance.
The audience was encouraged, in
the end, along with CB, to “maintain
in your heart all that makes you who
you are,” in a final twist that revealed
CB’s penpal to be, in fact, his creator,
CS. He was reassured that, while
messy and sad at times, the beauty
of life is enhanced by relationships.
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Paul Fritt’s organ-building celebrated April 27

By CASEY DEY

A free concert honoring the
achievement of Paul Fritts ’73 will
be held Sunday, April 27 at 2 p.m.
in Kilworth Memorial Chapel.
Fritts earned the “Outstanding
Music Alumnus” award in 2013
for his work in organ-building and
design. Accomplished university
organist Joseph Adam will perform the concert.
The
Twenty-third
Annual
Bethel Schneebeck Organ Recital
will include works by Heinrich
Scheidemann, Francois Couperin,
Johann Sebastian Bach, César
Franck and Maurice Duruflé.
Adam has performed in numerous
cathedrals—including
those in the Netherlands, Vienna,
England and Washington, D.C.—
earned many awards—including
first prize at the 1991 St. Albans
International Organ Competition
in England—and has been the Cathedral Organist at St. James Cathedral in Seattle since 1993.
Fritts built the Bethel Schneebeck organ in the university’s
Kilworth Memorial Chapel in
1989. Fritts’s eighth organ, or
Opus, replaced the organ his father installed over 20 years prior.
School of Music Director Keith
Ward said, “It is only fitting that
we present Paul with the award before one of his organs, which was
made possible through the gener-

osity of Bethel Schneebeck.”
The “Outstanding Music Alumnus” award is an honor for alumni
who “have achieved distinguished
careers in the field of music or the
music industry, or through outstanding service to the musical
arts.”
The ceremony and official
awarding of the honor will take
place following the Intermission
of the concert.
After graduating from Puget
Sound in 1973, Fritts joined his
father’s company in 1977. He later
took over the firm and began Paul
Fritts and Co. Organ Builders in
1979, dedicated to designing and
building high quality pipe organs
“that both players and audiences
will love and cherish.”
He also switched from building
electrical-action to more mechanical-action pipe organs, a more
technically demanding practice.
What makes his company
unique is that all design work and
construction of the thousands of
components that make up an organ (except for the interior electronics) is done in-house from
carefully selected raw materials.

Strict attention is also paid not
only to the organs themselves, but
also to the rooms in which the
completed organ will be played
According to the official company website, “Paul has personally studied organs in The Netherlands, Germany, Spain, Mexico,
France and the United States paying close attention not only to
the organs themselves, but to the
acoustical properties of the rooms
in which they are installed.”
He has installed over 42 custom-designed organs in churches,
cathedrals, residences, parishes,
and at 10 different universities, including University of Rochester in
New York and University of Notre
Dame in Indiana, in thirteen states
and even Korea.
Admission to the celebratory
concert is free, and a ticket is not
required for entry. It promises to
be an afternoon filled with beautiful music, and what a unique
opportunity to see and thank the
very man who designed the source
of the wonderful sounds that have
delighted the campus community
for so many years.

An Artist, celebrated: The Bethel Schneebeck organ in
Kilworth Memorial Chapel was built by Fritts in 1989, to replace
and organ built by his father 20 years prior. University organist Joseph Adam will play for the “Twenty-third Annual Bethel
Schneebeck Oran Recital” on April 27 at 2 p.m.
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Tonight’s Queer Alliance Drag Show at the Fieldhouse
Students have fun and raise funds for LGBT Leadership scholarship
By MADELEINE GATHMAN
The fabulously confident members of Puget Sound’s Queer Alliance (Q&A) are bringing their
12th annual Drag Show to campus
tonight, April 18, in the Memorial
Fieldhouse at 7:30 p.m.
The Puget Sound Drag Show is a
chance for the members of Q&A to
embrace a controversial aspect of
LGBT culture. Some may receive
drag queens and kings with skepticism, but these performers have
dedicated their time to preparing
for a fearless show in order to both
entertain their peers and improve
the LGBT community.
While the kings and queens will
surely put on quite the performance for their audience, as they
have in previous years, the show is
philanthropic in origin. Annually,
the proceeds from ticket sales contribute to members of the LGBT
community, especially through the
funding of an LGBT Leadership
scholarship.
The show receives more publicity and excitement each year and
Q&A has, as a result, “been able to
increase the amount of the [LGBT
Leadership] scholarship that goes
towards a continuing student who
has helped foster community and
provide leadership towards the
queer community on campus. In
recent years the growth of the show
has enable two students to earn the
scholarship, and we hope to increase the scholarship even more
this year as well,” co-president of
Q&A senior Sam Mandry said.
Q&A goes beyond the realm of
the LGBT community and hopes to
use the show to enlighten students
as well. The group embraces progressivism in societal norms.
“While drag certainly is not the
only presence of gender nonconforming on this campus or in society, the drag show acts as a venue
to help educate on the spectrum
of queer identities and expressions
that are visible even on this cam-
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Last year: Photos from last year show the energy and range of talents of the performers. This year’s show will be hosted by La
Saveona Hunt and feature student talents. The show gives students an opportunity to explore and perform gender roles.
pus. This year especially, we are
hoping to expand people’s views of
drag beyond that of RuPaul and socalled ‘cross-dressing.’ Drag is performance through gender, and has
a vast culture and history beyond
what many perceive it to be,” Mandry said.
“We see the drag show as an opportunity to introduce people to
the idea of gender being a performative aspect of the self, in an environment that’s just a little more
exciting than a theory class. This
concept, and others that deal with

the interplay of one’s self and social
environment, are important ones
for people to think about, and we
want to be able to inspire such exploration by providing a place for
people to start questioning their
assumptions,” show coordinator
sophomore Alena Karkanias said.
The nature of the drag show,
however, is to entertain the student body. “While the drag show
IS a chance to inspire discussion
of complex topics like gender, sex,
sexuality, heteronormativity, masculinity, femininity, and so on…

it’s also just FUN. It’s a chance to
go hang out with some friends,
listen to awesome music, cheer on
great performances, and just enjoy
a really exciting atmosphere,” Karkanias said.
The show also stands to benefit from some returning contributors. “Our host from last year, La
Saveona Hunt, is coming back, and
she’s a really amazing, super nice
professional queen from Seattle.
She creates great rapport with the
performers and the audience, and
performs really incredible num-

bers. We’re really excited to have
her back,” Karkanias said.
As the performers finish preparing for their rendezvous with the
limelight, Puget Sound students
can buy tickets for tonight’s 7:30
p.m. show for $5. The community
price is $7 and the doors open at
7:00 p.m.
Students are encouraged to attend the show, as all proceeds
benefit the LGBT community and
attending the show supports the
courageous Q&A members.

